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GREENlight
SERVING MARYGATE, BOOTHAM, GILLYGATE, THE GROVES, WIGGINGTON ROAD, HAXBY ROAD, MONKGATE, HUNTINGTON ROAD, LAYERTHORPE, FOSS ISLAND, 
THE CITY CENTRE, ALDWARK, HUNGATE, TOWER STREET, WALMGATE/NAVIGATION AND LAWRENCE STREET AREAS.

Greens call for better mental 
health crisis services in York
Denise responded to concerns from 
Guildhall ward residents about plans  
to reduce the hours of the Council’s 24 
Hour Mental Health Crisis Support Line 
by two thirds, with no overnight service. 
The Council argued that there are now 
many other support options available. But 
further investigation has shown that the 
suggested alternatives fail to provide a 
similar service. 
People in extreme mental distress are 
likely to have to re-tell their story to a 
different person each time. They are often 
unable to get through at all because the 
specialist NHS Crisis Team - which isn’t 
actually meant to be a running crisis 
line - is already inundated with calls. 
Or if they do get through they are likely 
to be told, after a brief conversation,that 
someone will get back to them in the 
morning - because an even more urgent 
case has to be prioritised.

Denise says ‘We have bucketloads of 
strategies on how we plan to improve 
mental health provision in York, but there 
seems to be a vast gulf between these 
and the actual experience of service 
users. 
“Crisis line support is an example of where 
far more coordination, communication 

Cllr Craghill says “The Hub at 30, Clarence Street has brought some welcome new services 
but the whole system is under huge pressure and is not meeting the level of need.”

and active cooperation is needed 
between the Council, the NHS and other 
service providers. 
“People in mental distress need one clear 
‘go-to’ place where they will receive 
the consistent support they need, when 
they need it. I will keep on arguing for the 
system to deliver this.”
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Craghill
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Guildhall Ward covers all the city centre east of the River Ouse. If you are 
getting this newsletter you are in the ward. Welcome if you are a new 
resident or student new to York! 

Council elections take place once every 4 years, when all Council seats 
are up for election. In this ward on May 2nd next year you will have 3 
votes to elect 3 councillors.

In 2015 Green Party councillor Denise Craghill topped the poll with 
the other two Green candidates close behind Labour. Either Greens or 
Labour will be elected here next May.

did you know? GUILDHALL WARD ELECTION 
RESULTS 2015



green councillors working hard for residents – and for York

Ward residents’ meetings

The summer meeting at the Red Tower was well 

attended with lots of useful conversations and a great 

barbecue. 

The next meeting (details above) is a chance to find out 

more about future developments in the ward. 

For further information or to join the ward mailing list 

contact jack.woodhams@york.gov.uk

news in brief
The Walmgate Community Association is holding its AGM 
around now and always welcomes residents or business 
owners in the Walmgate area who would like to get involved. 

Contact the secretary via walmgateca@gmail.com  

The Brown Cow pub on Hope Street is open and under new 
management. The new licensee is very keen to make the 
pub into a family friendly community hub with pub games, a 
pub quiz and a welcoming place to meet.  

Willow House - pre-planning discussions are still dragging 
on with the preferred bidder for the former Older People’s 
Home by Walmgate Bar. Denise has asked for improved 
security measures for the boarded up building in the 
meantime.

The Red Tower

Successful Summer Cafés at Red Tower
Red Tower volunteers wanted to support the York Food 
Poverty Alliance in providing lunches to families who struggle 
without free school meals over the summer. 

Denise found a willing coordinator to run the well-attended 
Pay As You Feel lunch events each Monday through the 
holidays.

new surface for marygate delayed
Unfortunately the much needed resurfacing of Marygate 
now has to wait until after the works on Scarborough Bridge 
are completed because of he heavy plant that will need to 
use the road. The bridge work will start in November with 
plans to close, remove and replace the old footbridge during 
February and complete the work by mid-March.

Denise has called on the Council to get on with 
implementing security service recommendations to 
ensure the city centre is safe for residents and visitors.
This will also deliver the largely vehicle free environment 
during foot-streets hours that many residents and most 
traders would like to see, but will also reduce access to on-
street parking for blue badge holders.

Denise says “We need to be getting on with providing much 
improved services for people with disabilities and limited 
mobility such as a step change in Shopmobility and support 
for Dial-a Ride and York Wheels to provide individualised 
services, as well as more dedicated disabled parking bays in 
car parks including Piccadilly. 

“We should aim to get a safe, largely pedestrianised and 
disabled friendly city centre in place as soon as possible.”

Counter-terrorism and the city centre



A Green Voice – for people and environment – always!

Q. Can you tell us a bit about yourself 
and your connections to Guildhall 
ward?

A. I am 22 years old and was born 
and raised in York. I have lived in the 
Huntington area for 10 years, so although 
I don’t quite live in the ward I am not far 
away, and I have travelled through the 
northern part of the ward for work and 
study for several years.

I am currently studying for a Masters in 
International Business Management at 
York St John University. I also work as 
an Assistant Store Manager in York city 
centre, so I am familiar with many of the 
issues there at the moment such as the 
increasing number of vacant shops on 
Coney Street.

Q. Why do you believe it is important 
to have a strong Green voice on the 
Council?

A.  I joined the Green Party in April 2017 
mainly because of its policies on the 
environment and human rights. I believe 
the Greens are the only party who always 
stand up for their principles whatever 
happens and will always speak up for 
everyone young and old to ensure a good 
future for all.

I believe it is crucial that we keep a 
Green Voice on the Council and elect 
more Green councillors. Greens ask the 
difficult questions and challenge the 
other parties to do better.

They will always speak up for our 
precious environment and for a more 
equal society.

Q. What are the key issues for the 
future?

A. For me the most important issues 
are the number of vacant shops and the 

Q & A with Danni Makin
Guildhall ward Green team member and City  
Centre Store Manager

safety of students in the city centre. We 
must support independent businesses 
and also provide a safe environment for 
young people. Our high air pollution levels 
are a big concern - we need more trees 
and better public transport.

More broadly, I think the most important 
issues are limiting the negative impacts 
of Brexit by protecting funding for local 
councils and the NHS, fighting to reverse 
growing wealth inequality, and helping 
people to get out of poverty.

Greens support calls for a 
People’s Vote on Brexit
The Green Party stands firmly and clearly for a People’s 
Vote on Brexit to allow the British people to choose 
between the deal on offer, crashing out of the EU with no 
deal or the option to remain.
We believe that after all the shambles and confusion of 
the negotiations this the only right thing to do. It is also 
the democratic thing to do. 
Everyone should have the right to express their view on 
whether the actual deal on the table is acceptable or 
not – and whether, knowing what they know now, they 
believe that remain is the best option.
The Green party will campaign for ‘remain’ in a 
People’s Vote. We are also very clear that in such a vote 
a majority for ‘leave’ would still be a possibility. A vote 
on the deal, no deal or remain should be a final vote.



your green party team working hard for guildhall
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greens on the council
The Green Party in York has four councillors – two in 
Fishergate, one in Guildhall and one in Micklegate. We 
doubled our numbers in the last elections in 2015.
Our councillors sit on most of the Council’s committees. 
Recently we  proposed successful motions on homelessness 
and food poverty. The first led to an increase in winter cold 
weather accommodation and an investigation into how the 
amount of emergency accommodation in the city can be 
increased. 
The second motion is linked to how the Council manages 
and promotes its ‘Financial Assistance Fund’ – a crisis fund 
to help people in dire financial difficulties manage rather 
than go under.
Cllr Craghill who proposed these two motions said “No-one 
wants to see large numbers of street sleepers in our city 

centre and no-one wants to see families or older people 
having to choose between heating and eating. 
“However this is happening in York and we need to work 
together, despite limited finances, to find ways to change 
the situation. We believe these issues are hugely important.”

Regenerating the Groves

It was inspiring to see a lot of people 
taking part in the ‘Great Groves Get 
Together’ on Park Grove School field 
a little while ago.
There are lots of ideas buzzing around 

about how to make the Groves a better 
area to live in. 

Denise has been working to support the 
Groves Association and the Regen Team 
in taking all this forward.

The ‘Greening of the Groves’ sub-
group organised a ‘Picnic in the Park’ 
in Clarence Gardens back in August – 
and with true Yorkshire grit carried on 
through the dreadful rain! A great start 
for a bigger and sunnier event next year! 

There are also lots of other ideas 

for promoting gardening and edible 
growing in the area. 
Contact grovesassociation@gmail.com 
to get involved.

The Conservation Volunteers (TCV) 
are doing some work in Clarence 
Gardens including the new Human 
Rights Garden and would welcome help 
from local volunteers. 

The next session is Sunday morning 
18th November. 

Contact r.earnshaw@tcv.org.uk


