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GREENlight
SERVING MARYGATE, BOOTHAM, GILLYGATE, THE GROVES, WIGGINGTON ROAD, HAXBY ROAD, MONKGATE, HUNTINGTON ROAD, LAYERTHORPE, FOSS ISLAND, 
THE CITY CENTRE, ALDWARK, HUNGATE, TOWER STREET, WALMGATE/NAVIGATION AND LAWRENCE STREET AREAS.

CRUNCH TIME ON CLIMATE CHANGE
This Autumn the world’s leading 
scientists gave us just 12 years to 
make the changes we need to reduce 
emissions and prevent catastrophic 
climate change. 
Guildhall Green councillor Denise 
Craghill says “This is the most urgent 
issue of our times. We desperately need 
national Government action to support 
individuals and help change to happen. 
“Greens believe that local councils can 
also make a big difference – and achieve 
important gains for our environment 
and quality of life in York.  
“Reducing emissions and improving air 
quality via cleaner, greener transport 
and better facilities for walking and 
cycling is just one example.”

Climate change means the devastating “once in a life time” floods we have experienced will be more regular. Greens 
campaign for upstream storage and ‘slowing the flow’ as well as flood defences where appropriate.

streets for people
Cllr Denise Craghill spoke at the 
recent Planning Committee that 
approved a further 425 new homes 
on the Cocoa West site between 
Haxby and Wigginton roads calling 
for bolder action to reduce the impact 
on the area from extra car journeys 
from the site. 
She has argued for more funding to be 
put into improving bus priority through 
the area. 
Denise is also fighting at present for the 
implementation of a ward committee 
project to install a new crossing on 
Haxby Road to improve pedestrian 
access from the Groves to Clarence 
Gardens and the playground. Public 

consultation on this will hopefully take 
place soon.
She successfully lobbied for ongoing 
traffic modelling for the Groves to 
include all options to reduce through 
traffic in the area. 

Fossgate ‘call-in’
In November Cllr Denise Craghill and 
other Green councillors ‘called in’ 
the decision on the £500k upgrade of 
Fossgate for cross-party discussion 
on whether it should also be 
pedestrianised. 
This had been suggested by more 
than half the public responses to the 
consultation, even though it wasn’t on 
the questionnaire! 
Councillors of all parties supported a 
proposal for further wide consultation 
on pedestrianisation as soon as 
possible after the initial work has 
been done in 2019.

One of the popular Fossgate Festivals organised by 
traders through the summer.
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The main parties on City of York Council are very evenly split (Labour 
13; Conservative 12; Lib Dems 12; Greens 4; York Independents (Ex-
Conservatives) 2; Independent Socialists (Ex-Labour) 2 and independents 2). 

At present the Council is run by a Lib Dem/Conservative coalition. It is 
very likely that for any party to be able to run the Council after May 2nd 
they will need the support of at least one of the others. 

Greens will always work constructively with other parties for the good of 
the city – and the more Green councillors you elect, the more impact we 
can have!
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In 2015 Green Party councillor Denise Craghill topped the poll with the other two Green candidates close behind 
Labour. Either Greens or Labour will be elected here next May.

June Tranmer and others opposing 
plans to move York’s central post 
office service into WH Smith’s on 
Coney Street and sell off the Lendal 
building to the highest bidder.
June says, “This purpose-built Post 
Office is at the heart of the community. 
It cannot be replaced by a corner in a 
crowded shop on a very crowded street.”
You can send your views to Post Office 

save our post office

Ltd online at postofficeviews.co.uk, by 
email comments@postoffice.co.uk or 
in the post (address is simply ‘FREEPOST 
Your Comments’) by 28th December.

Stonebow House
Cllr Craghill took part with local 
residents in a marathon 7 hour 
licensing hearing on the proposed 
Food Hall for Stonebow House. 
In the end the application was approved 
but with somewhat reduced opening 
hours and a very long list of conditions. 
These included controls on waste 
disposal and external cleansing put 
forward by Cllr Craghill. 
There are still concerns about the 
impact of the sheer size of the venue 
but hopes that Try Market Halls will 
work constructively with residents and 
councillors as promised.   Plans are moving forward for a 

community venue on the ground floor 
of the latest phase of the Hungate 
development. 
Part of the Hungate ‘planning gain’, 
a consultation with residents in the 
area has clearly supported the idea 
of a community café with options for 

Hungate Community Venue 
meeting spaces, events and activities. 
An operator is currently being sought, 
preferably an organisation committed 
to social values. 
Please get in touch if you would like 
an application pack – and also if you 
are a resident in Hungate or nearby 
who would like to get involved.


