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On 21st June, Rosie Baker, your Micklegate 
Green Team and other city-wide Green  
Activists were out on the streets  
campaigning for higher air quality standards. 
We were received incredibly positively. Many 
drivers honked/shouted support on their way 
past, scores of standing traffic switched their 
engines off upon seeing our posters and 
innumerable pedestrians/cyclists professed 
their support. Our take home message is 
‘switch off while waiting’ - and many people 
did! 

In a ward as cosmopolitan and family-friendly as 
Micklegate air quality is an issue paramount to 
our community’s health and wellbeing. 

Cllr D’Agorne said ‘we had a positive impact with 
drivers switching off, although we are still  
pressing for City of York Council to install  
permanent reminder signs for a longer term  
impact on pollution levels”

Jenny Jones - our Green in the House of Lords - 
launched her Clean Air Bill on July 5th 2018, the 
62nd anniversary of the Clean Air Act - the Act 
that helped tackle the smog and smoke  
suffocating our cities. But air pollution nowadays 
is an invisible killer mainly emitted by fossil  
fuel-powered transport. This is why we need a 
new Clean Air Act that’s fit for the 21st century. 
If it passes through Parliament, it will be great 
news for us all: it will make clean air a human 
right in law. 

york greens 
take action for 
clean air day

We encouraged buses 
and standing traffic to 
switch their engines off

Micklegate scored disastrously high in a study 
of the most polluted areas of York, published by 
York Press in September 2015. the station  
canopy scored the highest followed closely by 
Micklegate junction and Rougier street. If you’d 
like to inspect the ward’s air quality yourself on 
a live basis, we have an air quality monitor (one 
of five throughout the city) on Nunnery Lane for 
just this purpose! It broadcasts its reading hourly 
and can be found by googling ‘air quality monitor 
Nunnery Lane’ or visiting:

http://www.airqualityengland.co.uk
 
Clean Air Zone consultation: Complete the 
survey on proposals to introduce a new Clean Air 
Zone, closes at midnight on Fri 3 August:

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/CAZ-York



Residents’ Parking Res Park
The Greens are pushing for a full review of the workings  
of York’s 20 yr old residents’ parking scheme, to allow  
for lower-costs for residents. This is about time when  
you consider a York Press report revealed permits in  
other NY towns are around £30/yr, compared to the  
average charge in York already nearly £100!

At the latest meeting officers recommended a full review  
later in the year. Work is also underway to address city  
centre access generally & whether they should scrutinise  
city centre disabled parking. Cllr D’Agorne recognises this  
is important, but not what he was proposing as it could slow down urgent work on Res-Park.

His proposal aims to:
• Identify savings via different processes e.g. new technology & learn from other authorities
• Halve the cost of standard permits!
• Listen to residents in Respark areas - & those on waiting lists.

He says - “This is in-line with transport strategy discouraging workers from driving into the  
centre & would be popular with those struggling [to] park outside their own house.”

pride on the knavesmire
We were thrilled to see so many people out 
to support YorkPride 2018 - it was both  
heartwalming and inspiring. Our banner was 
flying high in the march, of course, and the 
photo below shows Rosie & her colleagues 
running our stall on the Knavesmire 
afterwards. 

There was also a related show held in the wake 
of pride called Bring On Tomorrow which we  
also attended on mass. We would like to thank 
(and congratulate!) the York LGBT Forum for all 
their hard work.



Micklegate neighbourhood plan forum update
The resident’s questionnaire is now available from Johnny Hayes or https://www.surveymonkey.
co.uk/r/M8Z8PRQ to get as many people from varying sectors of the community to inform the  
neighbourhood plan.

The youth are the adults of tomorrow! A primary schools’ consultation day took place on Friday 
13th July, with input from Y6 Scarcroft children, their teachers & TAs. Reps from the Youth Council 
helped out on the day as did Rosie Baker & other Forum members. We explored what they feel 
about Micklegate as a place to live, learn enjoy, what’s good & what they’d like improved. 
Secondary schools will be invited to similar ‘Pupil Voice’ events.

Green Spaces: There’s a variety of green environments in our ward! Part of creating our  
Neighbourhood Plan - how land is used and developed – we’re beginning a Local Green Spaces 
Group to identify & seek to protect them, however small! E.g Little Knavesmire, Cherry Tree  
Garden. There’s a new legal designation offering community green spaces the same development 
restrictions as Green Belt. Local Green Spaces can be designated with a Neighbourhood Plan, so 
we need your support to do just that!

Others areas of planning for Micklegate include Commercial, Fibre to the Home, Traffic & 
Parking – please feed in your ideas/expertise! 

The AGM is on Sat 29th Sept, venue TBC. 
Contact micklegateneighbourhoodforum@gmail.com

A visit from our green 
cousins in Münster!

They enjoyed tours of the city centre, New 
Walk, Rowntree Park & had lunch in our ward’s 
newest buffet restaurant, PandaMami! We 
wanted to talk about environmental issues, so 
they looked around the Foss Barrier, discussed 
climate change & natural flood management 
with the Environment Agency.

The visit ended with sharing food at a BBQ with 
“York For Europe” at St. Nick’s Environment  

In May, we welcomed a delegation from our 
twin city. The 5 visitors from Münster Green 
Party stayed with local members, visited 
historic buildings such as Barley Hall & met 
representatives from the York-Münster  
Association (pictured.)  

Dave Taylor says, 
“I’d been treated to such a welcoming reception 
when visiting Münster as Lord Mayor, that I  
wanted to show our visitors some of the best of 
York.”

Centre. The parties have 
agreed to maintain contact 
& share common ideas for 
the future about electoral 
reform, housing, fracking,  
cycling & education.



A new anti-fracking group, Frack Free Osbaldwick and 
Derwent was established on Monday 26 February this 
year at the Cross Keys pub in Dunnington.  The meeting 
followed a public meeting in January to which  
landowners and farmers in the City of York (CYC) ward 
had been personally invited. The group has been meeting 
every 6 weeks since then with the principal aim of raising 
awareness of the dangers of fracking and 
encouraging each other to take some form of action. At 
our last meeting in May, we expanded to include the 
CYC ward of Heworth Without. 

We are one of a number of anti-fracking groups in York, 
including Frack Free Strensall, Haxby and Wigginton 
Against Fracking and Frack Free Copmanthorpe.  Also in 
May, the decision was made at a meeting of the Yorkshire 
Anti-fracking Campaigners Network to amalgamate the 
former Frack Free York with those groups that are based- 

Free drop-in @Clement’s Hall 
9:30 -12:30 every Tuesday

5 - 7pm, Sun 29th July
1 - 4pm, Sun 5th August

Chaos & racing down Micklegate!
10am - 5pm, Mon 27th August

Campaigning in Osbaldwick 
and derwent to combat 
fracking

-in the York Outer constituency to form 
Frack Free York and Villages.  This 
umbrella group is non-party political  
and united by a common mission to 
combat fracking within the City of York 
boundary as well as work with others 
to ban fracking further afield. 

Many of us have visited other fracking 
sites, including Misson Springs and 
Tinker Lane in North Nottinghamshire 
as well as Preston New Road near 
Blackpool in Lancashire.

Get in touch

cLLR lARS kramm

cllr.lkramm@york.gov.uk

And rosie in the office:
office@yorkgreenparty.org.uk

07711 294 966/ 01904 636239
york.greenparty.org.uk

facebook.com/yorkgreens
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Citizens Advice York

Music in Rowntrees Park

M’gate soapbox challenge

Rosie baker
Our friendly 
office manager


