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GREENS SPEAK OUT AT 
‘STOP THE COUP’ PROTEST’
Guildhall Green Team coordinator, June Tranmer, spoke at the 
‘Stop the Coup’ protest in St Helen’s Square on 31st August. 

The Green Party, including Green MP Caroline Lucas, has play a prominent 
role in calling for a People’s Vote on Brexit and in the efforts to avoid 
crashing out of the EU with no deal.’

Future transport 
policy survey

York Civic Trust, in conjunction with 
York Bus Forum and York Environment 
Forum, has been running an 
independent consultation throughout 
September.

They have been asking residents 
throughout the city how City of York 
Council can develop a transport system 
fit for the future.

The priorities are to reduce congestion 
and carbon emissions, improve air 
quality, make our local neighbourhoods 
more attractive and enable everyone to 
get to where they need to. 

The idea is that this will then inform 
the production of the Council’s new 
Transport Strategy with further stages of 
consultation to follow. 

The Civic Trust aims to establish a 
Citizen’s Transport Forum to assist 
with the process – if you are interested 
in this or missed the first stage of the 
consultation please do contact us. 

COUNCILLOR SURGERIES
Walmgate/Navigation side of the city   
Mon. 14th October and Mon. 11th 
Nov.
We will be at the Red Tower (Foss islands 
Road YO31 7UL) every second Monday of 
the month, 11.30 – 1.00ish, as part of the 
Red Tower Monday lunchtime Pay As You 
Feel cafés. 

Do come along for a chat. Citzien’s Advice 
also there. 

The Groves side of the city 
We are still finalising a regular surgery 
date in the Groves area. 

We had some successful surgeries in July 
and August at Luke’s Larder at St Thomas’ 
Church but the Larder has now moved 
back to Clifton. 

Look out on the Groves noticeboards for 
further surgery details.
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Guildhall Ward Residents Meeting  | Thursday 7th November, Friends Meeting House, Friargate YO1 9RL
6.30pm – 7.00 informal chat with councillors + tea & coffee; 7.00pm formal meeting – ‘Focus on Flooding’: guest speakers 
including the Environment Agency on the Museum Gardens Flood Plans. 
There will also be discussion of local ward spending and priorities. Everyone who lives in Guildhall ward is welcome. If 
you get this newsletter you live in Guildhall ward!
To sign up for occasional ward information emails contact Ian Cartwright: email: ian.cartwright@york.gov.uk  
tel. 01904 553965 | m: 07508312477

REDUCING FLOOD RISK FOR York 
RESIDENTS

FAQ: building barriers or slowing the flow? 
Some people ask “why are we raising barriers and flood 
walls rather than spending all the money on ‘slowing the 
flow’ of rivers upstream through better land management 
and the massive tree planting we need to help store carbon 
and tackle climate change?” 

The answer is that we have to do both. The Climate Emergency 
and the increasing frequency and intensity of extreme 
weather events means that we don’t have time to ‘slow the 
flow’ effectively on larger rivers such as the Ouse, whilst also 

protecting properties in York. 

The storage area at Strensall (combined with the upgrades to 
the Foss barrier) is capable of effectively protecting the majority 
of properties along the Foss – but the Foss has a MUCH smaller 
catchment area then the Ouse. 

The York Flood Management Plan takes a wider view looking 
at how the Environment Agency can work with local councils, 
landowners and others to effectively slow the flow across the 
huge catchment area that feeds the Ouse. 

Councillor Denise Craghill 
has worked closely with the 
Environment Agency to monitor 
developments for Guildhall ward 
residents. 
Marygate area and Museum 
Gardens 
Some initial public consultations 
have taken place recently about the 
Environment Agency’s plans to raise 
flood defences between Scarborough 
Bridge and Lendal Bridge in order to 
better protect properties in the Marygate 
area during extreme flood events. This 
includes raising and extending the bund 
in Museum Gardens. 

Controversially current plans include 
the loss of up to 15 mature trees and 
changes to the level access path which 
runs along the edge of the gardens near 
the riverside. 

The Environment Agency plans to 
submit a planning application in Spring 
2020 though construction is timetabled 
to start in August 2021, when property 
level resilience work and raising of the 
Marygate flood wall and gate will also 
take place. 

The Foss and Huntington Road 
area 
The Environment Agency is planning to 
submit planning applications to City of 
York Council and Ryedale Council any 
time now for the new upstream flood 

storage area at Strensall. This will ‘slow 
the flow’ of the Foss to help protect 
residents in the Huntington Road area 
from any future extreme flooding 
events. 
Residents should have been invited to 
a further consultation drop-in event on 
Tuesday 8th October.
The planning applications will be here: 
consult.environment-agency.gov.
uk/yorkshire/riverfoss and on the two 
councils’ planning portals.
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BOOTHAM PARK HOSPITAL SITE 
CONSULTATION 
City of York Council has worked 
with York Hospital to produce a draft 
Masterplan for the development of 
this important site in Guildhall ward. 

The process has also involved 
involvement from York residents.

Although neither the Council nor the 
hospital own the Bootham Park site itself, 

they do own adjoining land and hope to 
work with any site purchaser to develop 
the site for the benefit of York residents. 
The proposals include new health 
facilities, key worker accommodation 
and assisted living housing as well 
as new public open space and sports 
pitches. You can have your say via: 
york.gov.uk/boothampark up to 11th 
October or contact us with comments. Ward councilor Denise Craghill at the  

Bootham Park Hospital site

HOUSING – AFFORDABLE TO RENT, TO 
BUY AND TO LIVE IN
The Council’s Housing Delivery 
Programme will build more than 600 
new homes over the next 4 years with 
at least 40% of those affordable

This will include new Council housing 
and discounted sale properties. 

Thank to input from the Green Party 
councillors in York, all new housing 
will be built to very high environmental 
standards (certified Passivhaus) with 
very low energy bills, high quality lifetime 
design, welcoming outdoor spaces and 
play streets. 

The next two sites at Duncombe 
Barracks in Clifton and Burnholme 
Centre in Tang Hall begin public 
consultation in October. 
So far there are 8 sites in total in the 
programme and more will be added 
wherever possible.
Guildhall Green Party ward councillor 
and Executive Member for Housing 
Councillor Denise Craghill says “I’m 
delighted the Council will now be setting 
the standard for new housing in York with 
high quality homes that are affordable to 
live in. 
“I am looking at all options to increase 
affordable and zero carbon housing 

York’s first housing co-operative  
YorSpace at Lowfield Green

SUPPORTING OUR INDEPENDENT 
BUSINESSESDenise Craghill and June Tranmer 

attended the Indie York annual 
meeting back in July.

They were keen to show their support 
for York’s thriving small independent 
businesses.

June was also elected as a member of 
the Indie York Board. 

She said, ‘As a small business person 
myself I am keen to do everything I can to 
support York’s independent businesses, 
who are successful in the face of many 
challenges.’Ward councilor Denise Craghill and  

June Tramner at the Indie York AGM in July.

across the city. 
“I recently attended the launch of the 
Yorspace community share offer which 
will support a community of 19 new 
sustainable homes at Lowfield Green 
at much less than market prices.”



get in touch

JUNE TRANMER

07932 163602

june.tranmer@gmail.com 

@junetranmer

@

follow us at:facebook.com/GuildhallGreens
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GREEN-LIB DEM MINI-BUDGET

The new Green- Lib Dem Council 
passed a ‘mini-budget’ in July. 

This included continuing support for 
the community-based food poverty 
‘hubs’ that have developed around the 
city, the establishment of an ‘inclusive 
growth’ fund to help tackle child poverty 
and promote lifelong learning; and 
investment in children’s social care.

Also included was more support for young 
people leaving care and for children with 
special educational needs (SEND), extra 
foster carer recruitment and a £250,000 
fund for new play equipment across York. 

Climate Emergency
A new ‘Carbon Reduction and 
Sustainability Officer’ post was created 
to lead this work along with investment 
in tree-planting and a review of waste 
collection services to consider ways to 
increase recycling. 

The Greens also secured a study into how 
we can improve public transport in York 

including options for light transit systems 
(trams), £1 million investment in walking 
and cycling provision and protection for 
subsidised bus services. 

A further £1 million capital investment 
will be made in improving energy 
efficiency (and reducing fuel bills) in the 
city’s council housing stock and funding 
to produce stronger planning guidance 
on zero carbon development was also in 
the budget.

Supporting vulnerable people, 
creating safer communities
New measures were also put in place to 
improve ‘continuing health care’ for older 
people, provide better support for people 
with complex mental health needs by 
expanding our use of the ‘Housing First’ 
approach and 24/7 supported housing, 

investment in substance mis-use 
services and adult social care. 

An additional £250,000 ‘Safer and 
Inclusive Communities Fund’ will be for 
ward-level spending on local needs, 
with investments in road repairs, council 
housing maintenance, tackling graffiti, 
litter bins, speeding up the waiting list for 
Respark and supporting a more family-
friendly city centre.

Guildhall Green Party ward councillor 
and Executive Member for Housing and 
Safer Neighbourhoods, Denise Craghill 
said “Many of these things are still being 
implemented and there is much more to 
be done. 

“We can’t do everything in the first few 
months, but I believe this is a good start 
for our Council partnership.”

Supporting children, 
reducing poverty 
and tackling climate 
change

Danni Makin

07952 120752 

@DanniMakin


