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The Groves Community 
Plan will soon be published 
following two years of the 
Groves Regeneration Project. 
A key result of all the events, 
consultations and community 
projects was the desire from 
residents to tackle the long lines of 
through traffic that currently cut the 
community in half along Lowther 
Street and Penley’s Grove Street – as 
well as impacting on road safety and 
air quality in the area. 
Last Autumn the Executive 
Member for Transport approved an 
Experimental Traffic Regulation Order 
to close Lowther Street and Penley’s 
Grove Street to through traffic. 
The plan also includes potential 
closure points at the junction of 
Neville Terrace/Park Grove and Earle 
Street. 
The experimental closure is set to 
begin around April (after work has 
been completed on the junction of 
Monkgate and Lord Mayor’s Walk) 
and will last up to 18 months before 
a decision has to be made about 
making it permanent. 
All residents in the Groves area 
should shortly receive a news-sheet 
from the council setting out the 
details of the plan and inviting them 
to get in touch or come to a drop-in 
session to discuss any issues with 
specific parts of it. 

Guildhall ward 
Green Party 
councillor, 
Denise 
Craghill said 
“I am very 
pleased to see 

this moving forward to a trial period. 

MAKING THE GROVES A BETTER PLACE 

ACTION ON TRAFFIC

residents have specific concerns 
about how the plans will affect them, 
it is very important they do get in 
touch or come along to the drop in.” 

June Tranmer, 
the Greens’ 
Guildhall ward 
coordinator 
added “I 
have been 
supporting 

residents in the Groves area in their 
efforts to ‘green’ their streets and 
back alleyways. 
“I believe it is really important that 
these valuable initiatives are also 
complemented by reducing through 
traffic in the area and encouraging 
the healthy, lively neighbourhood at 

“I have thought ever since becoming 
a councillor for the area in 2015 
that residents in the Groves should 
not have to put up with the constant 
streams of through traffic that blight 
the community. 
“I have argued for a long time for 
bold action to improve the situation 
and I made sure that the traffic 
modelling prioritised making the 
area a better place for residents. 
“It’s time for us to reclaim our 
residential streets as places that 
are safe for young and old and that 
encourage sociability and getting 
together as a community. 
“Of course, at the same time we 
don’t want to bring about any 
unintended consequences, so if 
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the centre of the Groves envisaged 
by the new Community Plan.” 
Share your thoughts and queries 
by emailing thegrovestrial@york.
gov.uk or by post to City of York 
Council, The Groves Trial Team, 
West Offices, Station Rise York 
YO1 6GA.

DROP-IN SESSION
 Monday 17th February

 at Park Grove School
6.30 – 8.30pm.

Ward councillors and officers will 
be available to explain the plans and 

discuss any queries you may have.



TAMING THE 
TRAFFIC 

Following a council motion in 
December pledging to restrict 
non-essential car use in York’s 
city centre by 2023 the city has 
had national and international 
coverage. 
This follows an increasing trend, 
with Oslo and Ghent pledging to 
follow the example of cities like 
Amsterdam, Copenhagen and 
Cambridge removing through traffic 
and extending pedestrian priority. 
Green Councillor Andy D’Agorne 
who is Deputy Leader of the Council 
and Executive Member for Transport 
said “This cross-party commitment 
in York is what is needed to give 
confidence to bus operators and ‘last 
mile’ delivery companies. 
“It is also a strong steer that we 
can create healthy streets while still 
maintaining essential vehicle access 
for deliveries, services and those with 
mobility needs.”  
Consultation with residents, 
businesses and organisations via the 
new Local Transport Plan (see page 5) 
will help to identify the most effective 
way to prevent through traffic while 
maintaining essential access. 
All options will be up for discussion 

later in 2020 – whether new 
or improved bus routes, freight 
transshipment, electric cars, residents 
parking zones, strategic cycle route 
improvements or other ideas. 
Another idea that could be considered 
is a Workplace Parking Levy (WPL). 
A WPL scheme is a charge on 
employers who provide workplace 
parking that has been introduced in 
Nottingham. 
It is designed to encourage employers 

to promote public transport rather 
than providing parking for employees. 
Money raised from these schemes 
is then used to subsidise public 
transport. 
Councillor D’Agorne adds, “regardless 
of the scheme chosen, road traffic 
contributes over a third of our carbon 
emissions. 
“Cutting car use has to be a key 
element of plans to reach zero carbon 
by 2030. 

DID YOU 
KNOW?

The town of Ghent has already 
boosted cycle use by 60% in 
two years since introducing 

a car free city centre 
scheme. 

Action on Residents’ Parking

In 2018, Councillor Andy 
D’Agorne led a cross party review 
of the current Residents’ Parking 
system.
In March 2019, the Executive agreed 
to many of the recommendations 
put forward.
These include a more cost- 
effective administration system 
allowing for monthly payments, 
online applications and verification 
as well as speeding up of the 
‘waiting list’ for new requests for 
additional Respark zones. 
Although excluded from the remit 
of the scrutiny, many residents 
commented on the high cost of 

permits, which the Greens have 
ensured is frozen this year. 
In July 2019 the new administration 
agreed additional staff resource to 
tackle the waiting list.
Following some recruitment delays, 
this means that we are now starting 
to catch up on the backlog of 
requests for new zones.
A consultation is currently being 
carried out on extending the zone 
in South Bank where Micklegate 
councillors are trialling a more 
holistic approach, which could lead 
to further improvements in future.

Review of Respark scheme led by Green 
Councillor leads to improvements

If you are interested in a new or extended Respark zone in your area contact your ward councillor. 



Council switching to 
green energy
City of York Council is switching to a green energy 
tariff from 1st April 2020. 
The Council is switching to a green 
energy tariff from 1st April 2020.
This means that all the council’s energy 
bills through its contract with Npower 
will support the purchase of renewable 
energy via the company’s 100% Green 
Energy portfolio.

Over 26% of the company’s current 
supplies is from renewables and this 
move will contribute to an increased 
demand for renewable energy.

The Council still has most of a four year 

contract with Npower left to run and also 
purchases its energy jointly with other 
councils via the Yorkshire Purchasing 
Organisation (YPO), so is limited in terms 
of changing supplier immediately.

Green Party campaigner, Martina 
Weitsch, welcomed the move but also 
called for the Council to look to buying 
from a 100% renewable provider. 

She acknowledged the limitations of 
the current contract but said “I would 
encourage the Council to use its buying 

power to support companies that invest 
only in renewables, such as Ecotricity 
and Good Energy. 

“These are companies that take the 
climate emergency seriously and do 
not maintain any degree of fossil fuel 
burning to aid their profitability. 

“I hope the Council will use the time 
between now and 2023 when the 
contract runs out to negotiate with the 
Yorkshire Purchasing Organisation to 
ensure that the next contract will be 
based on renewable energy only.”

GREEN HOUSING PLAN TO BOOST 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND NEW HOMES 

Green councillor Denise 
Craghill is behind budget 
proposals for Housing and Safer 
Neighbourhoods.
These proposals include:
• An extra £1.8m to improve 

repairs to council housing stock 
following a Stock Condition 
survey. 

• A new apprenticeship 
programme and extra staff to 
support residents regenerating 
communities and look at 
innovative ways of boosting 
affordable and social rented 
housing. 

• An extra £1 million over four 
years to support an energy 
efficiency retrofit programme for 
council housing, added to the 
£1 million already committed in 
July 2019. 

Cllr Craghill said “I’m really pleased 
that these budget plans match with 
feedback from the city-wide budget 
consultation when residents gave top 
priority to energy efficiency and lower 
energy bills. 
“We will act as fast as possible to make 
our houses more energy efficient 
whilst bringing the ‘co-benefits’ of 
lower energy bills, new jobs and skills 
and training opportunities.”
She added “Ensuring our council 

homes all reach the Decent Homes 
Standard is an important priority. 
Improvements to ventilation 
systems can help remove damp and 
condensation and improve health and 
living standards.”

The council also prioritises 
homelessness prevention services, 
work with rough sleepers and other 
residents with multiple complex 
needs.

This will happen alongside work to 
improve standards in the private 
rented sector. 

Additional external funding for both 
areas of work has recently been 
secured. 
The Council’s Housing Delivery 
Programme is progressing and setting 
a standard for the city with high 
quality, zero carbon developments. 
It will build at least 600 new homes 
on 8 sites over the next four years of 
which at least 40% will be affordable. 
Construction is underway at Lowfield 
Green and public engagement taking 
place on the next three sites at 
Duncombe Barracks in Clifton, the 

Burnholme Centre and at Ordnance 
Lane/Hospital Fields Road in 
Fishergate.   
The Council also supports 
community-led housing development 
such as the first ‘Yorspace’ co-owned 
homes at Lowfield Green and has a 
programme of self-build plots.
The first 5 at Lowfield are now sold, 
including two to first time buyers. 
You can add yourself to the Council’s 
Self Build register www.york.gov.
uk/form/selfbuildregistration 



increase the city’s tree canopy. 

This will absorb more CO2 
emissions whilst also improving 
quality of life in York. 

Planting schemes ‘upstream’ 
will also be considered for areas 
outside the city boundaries. 

These will both absorb carbon and 
contribute to ‘slowing the flow’ 
and reducing flooding in York. 

Over £4 million additional 
investment in adult social care is 
a key part of the February budget. 

In keeping with councils around 
the country, this is a necessary 
response to the complex needs 
of an older population and 
our commitment to prioritise 
good quality care for our most 
vulnerable citizens. 

Since forming a joint 
administration with the Lib 
Dems, York’s Green councillors 
have worked to agree a 
fresh Council Plan that has 
responding to climate change 
and maintaining essential 
services at its heart. 
The newly published plan puts 
achieving zero carbon emissions 
by 2030 centre stage whilst 
also prioritising social care, 
health and well being, children’s 
services, creating new homes and 
supporting well-paid jobs. 
The council budget to be 
presented to Full Council at the 
end of February will implement 
some of the ambitions in the 
Plan, whilst also making £4m of 
savings to balance the budget. 

Additional funding of over £1 

NEW COUNCIL PLAN TO INVEST IN TACKLING CLIMATE 

CHANGE AND PROTECTING ESSENTIAL SERVICES

million over two years will 
create a new waste and street 
environment service with a 
stronger neighbourhood focus, 
to better support and respond to 
local communities. 
£6.6m of new investment in the 
capital budget will pay for new 
waste vehicles, which will be as 
low carbon as possible as part 
of a strategy to make all council 
vehicles carbon neutral by 2030. 
Work is underway on options for 
extending recycling collections 
and offering green bins to more 
properties.
The budget includes an £150k 
investment in creating a centrally 
managed Climate Change Delivery 
Programme which will develop 
a strategic approach throughout 
the authority to reducing the city’s 
carbon emissions. 
This will establish annual carbon 
budgets, develop policies, launch 
a major public consultation and 
build partnerships with residents, 
organisations and businesses. 
This new team of officers will also 
support the work of the Climate 

Emergency Scrutiny Committee – 
see box opposite.

Green Party Deputy Leader of the 
Council and Executive Member for 
Transport, Andy D’Agorne said: 
“Our budget is intended to deliver 
action on the climate emergency 
with measurable year-on-year 
carbon emission reductions.’

The budget includes funding 
to develop major tree planting 
schemes as part of a new council 
commitment to the “Northern 
Forest”.

This scheme aims to plant an 
additional 50 million trees across 
the North of England. 

The council’s capital investment, 
which amounts to £3 million 
over the next 5 years includes 
provision to buy areas of land to 

TREE PLANTING

CHILDREN, HEALTH AND 
SOCIAL CARE

‘A GREENER 
AND CLEANER CITY’



leading on a new sustainable 
transport strategy for York. 
The budget includes capacity to 
develop York’s 4th Local Transport 
Plan. 
The Plan which gets underway 
shortly, will build on a recent Civic 
Trust transport survey, which 
sought the views of a wide range 
of York residents including those 
who don’t usually take part in 
surveys. The council will ask 
local residents and businesses to 
help create a long term strategy 
for York. This could involve free 
bus services funded through a 
congestion or clean air zone, 
extensive residents parking zones 
or a workplace parking levy.
Cllr D’Agorne says “we believe 
that York has the potential to triple 
our levels of cycling (including 
electric bikes) by 2030 and this, 
alongside our policy of aiming 
for a car-free city centre, has to 
be a key part of our new Local 
Transport strategy.
“We will be pushing forward 
clean air and traffic reduction 

The budget also includes 
investment in a ‘Safer and 
Inclusive Communities’ fund, a 
mental health early intervention 
fund, improvements to services 
for children and young people 
and initiatives to reduce the 
‘attainment gap’.

This will support children and 
young people from low income 
families to do well at school. 

Capital schemes include a pilot 
in the use of robotics to support 
adult social care as well as 
£100,000 additional investment 
in adaptions to foster carer 
homes and £500,000 investment 
in improving the accessibility of 
school buildings. 

Councillor Andy D’Agorne, is 

measures, rolling out residents’ 
parking to protect our residential 
streets from commuters taking 
the cheapest option, but also 
enhancing facilities for walking, 
cycling and improving bus travel. 

We will shortly have an all-
electric or low emission park 
and ride service with the vast 
majority of all our buses required 
to be electric or very low 
emission by the end of 2020.”
The council budget includes 
an additional £12.8 million of 

highways spending over the 
next 5 years with more than £7 
million to be spent in the coming 
year on the improving the roads, 
pavements and cycle paths and 
additional funds allocated to ward 
committees to promote walking 
and cycling measures. 
An additional £700,000 per 
annum for the next 5 years is 
allocated to major engineering 
improvements to drains and over 
half a million pounds investment 
to improve the city’s electric 
vehicle charging point network.

CLIMATE EMERGENCY SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
Last year, a motion proposed 
by Green Party councillors, saw 
City of York Council declare a 
“Climate Emergency”. 

This meant that the council 
committed to making York carbon 
neutral by 2030.

It also means the council 
will lobby the government in 
Westminster for extra money and 
power to meet this target. 

As a result the ‘Climate 
Emergency Scrutiny Committee 
was set up to bring forward key 
actions for the city to cut our 
carbon emissions. 

Micklegate Green Councillor 
Rosie Baker is the vice chair of 

the committee and reports: 

• The committee is wanting to 
encourage members of the 
public to contribute and there 
are plenty of passionate public 
speakers every month.

• Renewed our commitment to 
the global Covenant of Mayors 
to share ideas and requires 
us to report progress on 
emissions reduction every two 
years

• Working with the One Planet 
York leadership group to bring 
cross-sector partners on 
board

• Awareness raising of the 
climate emergency challenge 

has been added to all new 
council staff inductions and 
a new staff action group has 
started at West Offices

• Co-opted experts from 
Stockholm Environment 
Institute & representatives 
from Youth Climate Strikes 
welcomed on to the committee 
and an open invite offered 
to Conservatives and 
Independent councillors

• Green/Lib Dem Budget 
proposals 2020/21 will enable 
appointment of senior staff 
to drive the Climate Delivery 
Programme and create a York 
Climate Commission.

All York residents are welcome to 
attend the committee meetings 
to speak for three minutes or just 
listen – and many actually do! 

Next meetings (usually starting at 
5.30pm) are:

March 10th – Divestment from 
fossil fuels

April 21st - Biodiversity

Committee vice-chair Rosie Baker 
speaks at the climate strikes

York’s Green Party councillors: Dave Taylor, Denise Craghill, 
Rosie Baker and Andy D’Agorne

A NEW TRANSPORT 
BLUEPRINT FOR YORK



Green Party success sees introduction of measures 
designed to reduce pollution in York.

Stop Idling! Kick the Habit! 
Switch your engines off! Play your part in cleaner 
air for York

Anti-idling signs were finally 
installed last year at city centre 
bus stops and taxi ranks following 
a long campaign by Green Party 
councillors and others. 
We are still pressing for similar signs 
outside schools. 

City of York Council launched a ‘Kick 

the Habit’ campaign last year aimed at 
reducing air pollution around the city. 

The enforcement team are out most 
weekends and routinely check on 
locations about which complaints are 
received. 

There is also a social media campaign 
and supporter packs can be downloaded 
from the council website. 

Anyone idling their engine for more than 
two minutes who doesn’t switch off when 

requested to by a council enforcement 
officer can be fined £20 on the spot.  

For more information, go to:  
york.gov.uk/info/20054/pollution/2347/kick_the_habit_anti-idling_campaign 

Unpopular housing proposals on lansdowne 
terrace refused

Councillor Denise Craghill welcomes decision to turn down 
controversial planning application.

In January, the planning committee 
turned down an application to build 
eight new houses on the former 
WLD Textiles Granville Works site. 
A proposal to refuse the development at 
the end of Lansdowne Terrace was made 
by ward councillor Denise Craghill and 
was supported by the majority of the 
committee.

Residents who had objected and 
councillors agreed that some residential 

development on the site would be 
appropriate but felt the particular 
proposal would have ‘an overbearing and 
domineering impact’ on neighbouring 
properties.

It was felt that these proposals were too 
much development for such a small site 
and would not provide a high standard of 
amenity for future occupants.  

Councillor Craghill said “At first sight this 
appeared to be an innovative proposal 
with first floor garden areas, but the 

design meant occupants would have 
bedrooms with limited natural light.

“It would also mean they would be facing 
out immediately onto parked cars, refuse 
bins and staircases, whilst the new 
buildings would dominate surrounding 
streets and properties.’ 

The applicants can, of course, appeal.

Guildhall Green Party will keep you 
posted on any developments.

York’s Clean Air Zone came into 
force on 1st February, following 
a successful campaign by York 
Green Party and York residents. 
The Clean Air Zone will apply only to 
buses and will mean that the majority of 
all buses travelling in to the city centre 
will have to be either electric or very low 
emission by the end of this year.

Micklegate Green councillor, Rosie 
Baker, who collected 600 signatures on 
a petition for a Clean Air Zone back in 

2018, welcomed the move.

She said, “This is an excellent first step 
towards cleaner air in York. Buses are not 
the only cause of air pollution of course 
and we will keep up the pressure for the 
Clean Air Zone to be extended to other 
vehicles.”
Green councillors are putting on the 
pressure for York to take further bold 
action on tackling air pollution and 
congestion.

First voluntary Clean Air Zone 
brought in for city centre



Ethical fashion show returns 
to York Fashion week!
Tickets now available for York Green Party’s 
popular fashion event on 26 March
As part of the popular York Fashion 
Week in March, the ethical fashion 
show will once again be held.
We’re showcasing locally-grown fibres 
like flax and hemp, wool and tweed, and 
novel fibres such as bamboo. 

There will be some superb designs on the 

runway teamed with vintage clothing to 
explore sustainable chic and to minimise 
our impact on the environment. 

Jewellery crafted from items found 
beach combing the North Yorkshire Coast 
completes the look and our models will 
show these designs. 

The event will be held on Thursday 26th March at Hotel du Vin, 89 The Mount, York
Tickets can be booked online at:  tinyurl.com/YFW-Ethical2020 

Shambles Market – a jewel in 
our crown? 

Greens raise concerns about seasonal opening hours 
of Shambles Market.

The Shambles Market, which is 
currently managed by Make It 
York, hit the headlines over the 
Christmas period amid concerns 
about much later closing hours 

during the St Nicholas Fair. 
Market stall holders were told that 
‘health and safety and security concerns’ 
were the reasons for these new opening 
hours. 

Many established market traders start 
the day in the very early hours of the 
morning and normally finish at 4pm in 
winter, 5.00 or 6pm at busier times. They 
found the new hours very difficult. 

After much pressure from councillors, 
members of the Executive and 
concerned residents such as Guildhall 
ward coordinator June Tranmer, a 
compromise was reached which allowed 
traders to leave earlier. 

Councillor Denise Craghill is now 

pressing for further work to ensure that 
the council and Make It York understands 
the value of our traditional market. 

June Tranmer said ‘I have been in 
regular contact to support the traders 
and would urge residents to share 
how much they value the market as 
part of the forthcoming My City Centre 
consultations. 

This is not just about tradition but also 
about the role a thriving  market can play 
in a resilient local economy.’

new Outdoor Gym
Councillor Denise Craghill welcomes the installation 
of long delayed equipment on Navigation Road.

Put the flags out! It has taken a long 
time but as you may have noticed 
the outdoor gym at the bottom of 
Navigation Road is now in place. 
There is signage that gives guidance on 
how to use it. Do let us know if you have 
any suggestions for improvements. 

A number of groups are planning regular 
‘keep fit’ sessions based around the gym 
equipment. 

Move the Masses is offering sessions 
in partnership with York Mind 
10.30am – 11.15am Feb 10th and 24th, 

March 2nd. 9th, 16th and 30th. Qualified 
instructors will guide you through 
exercises whether you are an absolute 
beginner or fitness freak. Just come 
along. 

The ward has just funded Yorkey Dads to 
run a series of sessions there for Dads 
and their children – look out for details 
or contact us if you are interested.

Councillor Denise Craghill says, “as 
we move towards Springtime do get out 
there and give it a go!”
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YORK MINSTER 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  

Guildhall Green Party has 
welcomed the pre-submission 
draft of the Neighbourhood 
Plan recently published by York 
Minster but has submitted some 
comments to strengthen and 
clarify particular parts of the 
plan.
The draft plan is driven by the need 
to make the Minster ‘financially and 
environmentally’ sustainable into 
the future and aims to also improve 
benefit to the local community. 
The plan will still have to go through 
an examination in public and then will 
still need planning permissions and 
listed building consents for individual 
parts of it.
Proposals include: 
• a new ticket office in an existing 

Minster-owned building on 
Minster Gates

• a café and visitor facilities in one 
and two storey new build around 
no.1 Deangate

• potential changes to the walking 
and cycling routes through 
Minster Piazza

• a new public square at the west 
end of the Minster and Duncombe 
Place with a Design Competition 
to determine the final design

• new publicly accessible sensory 
gardens in part of the currently 
private Minster gardens

• a new build education centre and 
museum behind the Old Palace 
Library which will also provide 

WANT TO FIND 
OUT MORE?

You can read the plan at 
yorkminster.org/about-
us/master-planning and 
respond to this stage of the 
consultation by 23rd Feb.

disabled access to a stretch of 
the city walls

• plus some further development 
of Minster properties to provide 
accommodation for apprentices, 
new offices and some private 
rented accommodation.

The Green Party submission 
welcomes the overall commitment 
in the Plan to social and environmental 
sustainability and the commitment by 
the Minster to play its part in tackling 
the Climate Emergency. 
It suggests strengthening the policies 

on energy efficiency so that all new 
build achieves Passivhaus standards 
with very low energy bills and crucially 
calls for a strengthened commitment 
in the Plan policies to retaining the 
mature trees on Duncombe Place 
and at the west end of the Minster. 
It also calls for the retention of 
significant green, soft landscaping in 
the design of the new square.

June Tranmer, who wrote the 
submission, says “There is much to 
be commended in this plan but there 
has been a lot of concern about the 

future of trees on Duncombe Place 
and we want to see a watertight 
commitment to their preservation.”


