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A NEW FUTURE FOR 
WILLOW HOUSE

The first steps to bring the former 
Willow House Older Person’s Home 
site (next to Walmgate Bar) into 
the council’s own Housing Delivery 
Programme are now getting 
underway, with a  programme of 
events to get the views of local 
residents in the area.
Guildhall ward councillor and Executive 
Member for Housing, Denise Craghill, 
says “I am so pleased to see this coming 
forwards. 
“Nearby residents have put up with an 
empty building for some time now.
“I am very optimistic that by working 

closely with local people, something 
really special can be designed that will 
both bring new housing and support the 
existing Walmgate community.”
The consultation will be run by the 
Housing Programme’s specialists 
‘Imagining Places’ along with award 
winning architects Mikhail Riches. 
Developments in the Housing Delivery 
Programme are at least 40% affordable 
(council housing and shared ownership).
For more information see: 
www.york.gov.uk/
HousingDeliveryProgramme 

 
STRUGGLING 
AND IN NEED 

If you are in debt, worried about 
paying your rent, your mortgage or 
other bills you can get advice from 
the council tel. 01904 551550 or 
Citizen’s Advice York 0808 278 7895
There are also Hardship funds you 
may be entitled to. 
For domestic abuse contact IDAS 
www.idas.org.uk (phoneline & 
webchat). 
Sadly hate crime has been increasing 
- you should report to the police or to 
Supporting Victims www.supporting 
victims.org tel. 01609 643100.

OF HELP?

YORK GREEN PARTY 
STANDING UP FOR YOUGREEN LIGHT

Do you want to keep up to date 
with what your Green Party 
councillors are doing for our area?

Follow York Green Party at: 
facebook.com/YorkGreens or 
you can follow Guildhall Ward 
Green Party at: facebook.com/
GuildhallGreens

Follow us on 
Facebook



YOUR GREEN PARTY COUNCILLOR : HERE ALL YEAR, NOT JUST AT ELECTION TIME

The future of the Low Traffic 
Neighbourhood currently in place 
in the Groves will be decided 
towards the end of 2021, allowing 
time in the Autumn to assess post-
Covid traffic in the area. 
Further consultations with Groves 
residents will take place over the 
summer. 
This will include gathering stories 
and experiences of how the changes 
have affected life in the Groves, 
along with ideas for any further 
improvements that could potentially 
be included in a permanent scheme.
The traffic scheme arose (quite 
independently of Covid responses 

WORKING TOGETHER FOR YORK
Greens work with other political 
parties, adding our unique voice 
to the plans for the city.  
Green Councillors on the Council 
Executive have been supporting 
independent businesses reopening 
safely, with pavement cafés on the 
extended footstreets to help them 
remain viable. 
As lead on Transport, Councillor  
Andy D’Agorne has supported the 
phased introduction of e-scooters 
to add to walking and cycling and 
electric buses as zero emission 
travel options and is leading on the 
review of York’s 10 year transport 
strategy. 
Green Party Executive Member for 
Housing and Safer Neighbourhoods, 
Councillor Denise Craghill has 
made sure that the new council 
homes being built will have very high 
standards of energy efficiency.

All the sites (including Ordnance 
Lane above) will benefit from very 
low energy bills, spacious rooms, 
community facilities, play streets 
and green outdoor spaces.
At least 40% will be affordable - 
social rent and shared ownership. 
See www.shapehomesyork.com 
A Retrofit Programme to make 
existing housing across the city more 

energy efficient, as well as cheaper 
and more comfortable to live in is 
also being put in place. 
£2m of council investment is kicking 
off work starting this summer to 
make all council homes as energy 
efficient as possible. 
Extra Government funding has been 
won for both council and private 
housing.

elsewhere in the country) from 
over two years of community 
consultations with Groves residents. 
The quieter pedestrian and cyclist 
priority streets are a central part of 
the Groves Community Plan which 
was produced by the consultation. 
Other elements of the plan  include 
expanding community growing and 
social and creative activities in the 
area and improving outdoor spaces 
such as  the courtyard areas between 
blocks. 
Potential housing improvements 
are also looked at in the Plan. The 
consultation over the summer will 
include all these elements and 
propose some pilot projects.

THE GROVES COMMUNITY PLAN

Councillor Denise Craghill with 
residents planting at The Groves.



YOUR GREEN PARTY COUNCILLOR : GETTING THINGS DONE FOR YORK

IMPROVING STANDARDS FOR RENTERS

City of York Council has started a 
ten week public consultation to 
introduce a targeted Additional 
Licensing Scheme for Houses in 
Multiple Occupation (HMOs), with a 
deadline of 27th June for comments. 

York has a significant private rented 
sector which is home to a diverse mix 
of people, families and communities. 
HMOs are shared homes, including 
houses, flat shares and student 
homes. 

Green Party councillor and Executive 
Member for Housing Denise Craghill, 
says, “Just a few years ago, licensing 
was made compulsory for all HMOs 
with five or more occupants and we 
know that this has much improved 
living conditions for renters. 

“It has also helped to control the 

impact on nearby neighbours of badly 
managed properties. 

“Experience has proved that voluntary 
schemes don’t work so the council 
is looking to extend the scheme to 
smaller properties. I urge residents 
to take part in the consultation. Your 
views are very important.

“These proposals would extend legal 
controls to most of the remaining 
2000 unlicensed HMOs in the city 
in the wards where they are most 
concentrated including Guildhall, 
Fishergate and Micklegate.”

ZERO CARBON YORK 2030 
In March 2019 councillors from 
all parties backed a proposal by 
your Green councillors to declare 
a ‘Climate Emergency’, including 
a target to reach zero carbon 
emissions by 2030. 
In May 2019 Greens used their place 
as part of the council leadership to 
ensure that this is a commitment 
across City of York Council decision 
making. 
The 2021 budget included a 
£12million investment in climate 
change projects. 
City of York Council now has a Head 
of Carbon Reduction with a zero 
carbon strategy/ action plan which 
you can comment on this summer. 
A new Climate Commission brings 
together major organisations in the 
city to work with the council. 
Plans so far include opening a 
community food waste supermarket 
which Councillor Rosie Baker has 
helped senior officers write a bid for.

Your Green Party councillors have 
ensured that the council will create 
a new 154-acre forest.
This is the first step in increasing 
York’s tree cover and the new 
planting will remove between 8,000 
and 24,000 tonnes of CO2. 
To get involved with creating 
the woodland email: 
yorkcommunitywoodland@york.gov.uk

New Electric Vehicle (EV) ‘hyper 
hub’ sites with solar PV canopies 
will be opening soon at two of the 
city’s Park & Ride sites, with a third 
on the cards for Union Terrace car 
park. 

Fishergate Ward councillor and 
Council Deputy Leader Andy 
D’Agorne says “Getting to a zero 
carbon York by 2030 is a huge 
challenge for both the council and 
the city.
“But science is clear that cities such 
as York must play their part. 
Your Green Party councillors here in 
York are totally committed to this.
“Remember most things we do to 
reach zero carbon - whether on 
housing, transport, recycling or tree 
planting creates new green jobs 
and also improves our quality of life 
offering many “win-wins.”



More than 22,000 comments were 
received from residents on City of 
York council’s proposals to rethink bin 
collections with the goal to increase 
our city’s recycling rates. 

A summary of what residents 
said is being considered shortly 
at a council meeting. 

The council needs to decide 
what materials are collected in 
future so it can buy the right low 
emission collection vehicles. 

New Government proposals mean 
that extra funding for recycling 
may be provided in the next few 
years. 

But this may also require councils 
to recycle more items in very 
specific ways, which has to be 

taken into account.

Your Green councillors are 
arguing that any changes must 
make recycling easier for all 
residents, including those who 
live in terraced streets and who 
have limited storage space. 

They are also pushing for quick 
progress with moving residents 
from black bags to bins where 
this is possible and for better 
alternatives where it isn’t. 

Your local Green Party 
councillors are calling for the 

extension of green garden 
waste bins to households that 
want them but don’t yet have 
them and for more clarity about 
which items can be recycled and 
which can be mixed together.

If you have any problems 
with your waste or recycling 
collections, please contact your 
Green councillor. You can also 
find out what can be recycled and 
where on  www.york.gov.uk/
recycling  

IMPROVEMENTS  
TO RECYCLING  
IN YORK
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