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Green councillors have worked hard 
to support the least well off in our 
city. 
More than £1million extra council 
funding has been added to existing 
hardship funds as Covid has meant 
more residents needing help. 

Extra debt and benefits advice has 
been funded and the Guildhall ward 
budget has also supported grassroots 
voluntary initiatives in the ward, such 
as the fantastic Community Food Stall 
(pictured) at Door 84 in the Groves.
The council has stepped in a number 
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COUNCIL STEPS UP AGAIN 
ON FREE SCHOOL MEALS

 
Make your home more comfortable, reduce 
fuel bills and help tackle climate change. 
Prompted by Green Executive Member for Housing, 
Denise Craghill, the council has secured funding 
for free home insulation.
The Home Upgrade Grant (HUG) offers full funding 
to home owners with badly insulated properties and 
household incomes under £30,000, whilst landlords 
can get up to two thirds of the cost. 
For more information www.york.gov.uk/HUG.
Schemes to improve insulation and energy efficiency 
for council homes are also underway. 

of times to fund free school meals 
through the holidays when the 
Government has failed to do.
‘Despite big budget challenges, it 
is now set to approve holiday Free 
School Meals funding and extra 
support through the winter months. 
Councillor Denise Craghill says “We 
understand that this winter is going to 
be very difficult for some people, with 
much Government support coming to 
an end. 
“Given the post-Covid pressure on 
the council budget including social 
care services, we won’t be able 
to fund holiday Free School Meals 
forever - this should be a government 
responsibility – but we are stepping 
up as much as we can this winter.”
If you are struggling and in need of 
support ring the council on 01904 
551550 or Citizen’s Advice York 0808 
278 7895, see www.york.gov.uk/
COVIDFinancialHelp or contact your 
Green Party team.



NAVIGATION ROAD WORKS STARTING SOON

YOUR GUILDHALL WARD GREEN PARTY TEAM : HERE ALL YEAR, NOT JUST AT ELECTION TIME

A recent council survey found that 
81% of respondents supported an 
ambition for York to reach zero 
carbon by 2030.  

The survey results, which also 
showed strong support for action to 
boost green travel in York, will be fed 
into a draft pathway to zero carbon 

EMERGENCY WORKS AT BOOTHAM / GILLYGATE JUNCTION
Works to replace the traffic 
lights at the Bootham/Gillygate 
junction are now programmed 
for Sept. 19th – Oct 22nd on an 
emergency basis. 
This became necessary due to 
potential danger to the public in the 
event of a lights failure. 
Councillor Denise Craghill recently 

joined residents from Gillygate, 
Bootham and St Leonard’s Place 
in helping to launch ambitious Civic 
Trust proposals for this area. 
Developed in conjunction with the 
residents, the plans aim to improve 
the street environment, traffic 
movements and air quality.

Work to install a short one-
way section on Navigation 
Road between the Hungate 
Bridge corner and the junction 
with Rosemary Place will get 
underway in October. 
Approved earlier this year, following 
a consultation with local residents, 
the new layout is aimed at reducing 
traffic speeds and through traffic in 
the area. It will also make walking 
and cycling safer. 
All residents in Rosemary Place and 
Rosemary Court will be able to drive 

in and out as usual via Walmgate.
They’ll also be able to drive in directly 
from Foss Islands Road but will exit 
via Walmgate. 
Residents in Rowntrees Wharf will 
be able to drive in via Foss islands 
Road only and out either way. 
Cyclists will be able to go in either 
direction, whilst reduced traffic levels 
will support the strategic cycle route 
over Hungate Bridge. 
Further work at the bridge will also 
improve cycle and pedestrian safety.

UPDATE ON THE GROVES LOW TRAFFIC NEIGHBOURHOOD

The final decision on the future 
of The Groves Low Traffic 
Neighbourhood is now likely to 
be taken in January 2022. 

This will follow traffic assessments 
and an online resident survey which 
will be carried out at the end of 
October. 
The survey has been delayed due 
to emergency works taking place 
mid-Sept. to mid-October on the 
Bootham/Gillygate junction.
Councillor Denise Craghill, says 
“I’d really encourage everyone who 
has views about the Groves scheme to 
fill in the online survey when it opens. 

“If you enjoy the quieter low traffic 
streets and want to keep them please 
do say so! 
“If you find the scheme problematic 
we also need to hear your views 
including any specific suggestions for 
improvements.”
If you need help with doing the survey 
you will be able to go to any library 
where they can help.

Go to: yorkcivictrust.co.uk/bootham-gillygate-junction for more information.

RESIDENT SURVEYS SUPPORT BOLD ACTION  

VIRTUAL PARKING PERMITS COMING SOON
All residents’ parking permits 
across York will gradually be 
replaced by a digital system similar 
to that used by DVLA for Vehicle 
Excise Duty (road tax). 
Renewing/ applying for new permits 
can all be done online, wardens can 
scan registration numbers to identify 
those which need to be issued tickets, 

when a vehicle does not belong to a 
local resident or their visitors. 
The parking hotline will still be 
available to ring if you see someone 
regularly parking and walking off to 
work! 
For more information go to: york.gov.
uk/DigitalParkingPermits or ring 
01904 551550.

Robert Gordon, Guildhall Ward Coordinator, 
talks about why he supports the Green Party.  

Why did you join the Green Party?
Like many people my age I am 
deeply concerned about the effect 
the climate crisis will have on my 
future. 
We have to take urgent action to 
reduce global warming, clean our 
air, and ensure future generations 
can not only survive but thrive. 
What do you think are the 
biggest issues facing your local 
community?
York has a huge amount going for it 
- great people and a beautiful city. 
But we are also a very unequal 
city with many people struggling 
financially. 
The Green Party’s commitment to 
a Universal Basic Income to break 
the poverty trap and give people 

more control over their lives is an 
important plus for me. 
I also support a ‘Green New Deal’ 
to invest in much needed new 
jobs and skills which will also help 
tackle climate change.
What do you do when you aren’t 
volunteering for the Green Party?
I’ve worked and volunteered for 

various animal charities. I currently 
work for a takeaway in York city 
centre. 

In my spare time I also campaign 
on environmental and social issues 
including for better mental health 
services.
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and new draft Local Transport Plan to 
be published around the end of the 
year. 

For more information and to sign 
up for regular news www.york.
gov.uk/sustainability-1/climate-
change/2 

81%
support York’s Zero 
Carbon by 2030 
target



Promoted by Andy Chase on behalf of Denise Craghill and York Green Party, all at 4 Frazer Court, York, YO30 5FH.Printed by Leafletfrog, Britannia Way BL2 2HH.

Get in touch

YOUR GUILDHALL WARD GREEN PARTY TEAM : HERE ALL YEAR, NOT JUST AT ELECTION TIME

KEEPING OUR CITY CENTRE OPEN FOR ALL
For the past year, the extended 
pedestrian-priority footstreets 
with extra seating and pavement 
cafés have attracted numerous 
residents and visitors – and have 
ensured valuable support to our 
independent shops and cafés, 
maintaining much needed jobs and 
the city centre economy.
However, some disabled drivers 
who used to be able to park in 
Goodramgate, Blake Street and 
Lendal at any time of the day are 
now unable to drive into the area 
during footstreet hours.
Additional blue badge parking bays 
have been installed around the edges 
of the footstreets, with some very 
close to the centre. In July a snapshot 
survey of existing city centre parking 
provision showed it was used by at 
least 2,000 blue badge holders.
The council has approved 
extra funding for Dial-a-Ride, 
Shopmobility, additional dropped 
kerbs, seating, and better 
accessible routes from car parks. 
Green councillors are also arguing 

the case for reducing the (extended) 
footstreets hours, currently 10.30am 
– 8pm, more disabled parking bays 
together in one place and longer 
term funding bids for an electric 
shuttle service as is being developed 
in Leicester.
Green Party Councillor Andy 
D’Agorne, the Executive Member 
for Transport in York says ‘National 
anti-terrorism measures require us 
to install hostile vehicle barriers (at 
the current extent of the footstreets) 

by Christmas 2022. 
Current levels of ‘footfall’ (numbers 
of people) make it very difficult 
for vehicles to pass through many 
streets safely for much of the day.
The largely car-free footstreets 
environment benefits many people. 
At the same time, we don’t want to 
see others excluded.’
Further consultation (building 
on resident feedback so far) is 
underway, with a final decision due 
in November.
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