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GREENlight

YORK LOCAL
PLAN LATEST
york greens call for more public
transport to avoid further congestion

Fulford Road coul
300 cars under dcusee an additional
rrent proposals.

Greens have called for cross-party
action for a sound, sustainable approach
to transport in York’s Local Plan.

work on a tram link between the city centre,
university campus and the proposed 3,000
houses to be built at Elvington.

The housing numbers proposed under
Labour have been scaled down by the
Tory and Lib Dem led council but out of
town sites are still too car dependent. Our
consultation response called for feasibility

Current traffic modelling assumes that at
least 85% of household journeys would be
by private car. Over 500 vehicles per hour
would be added to the A64 by 2032 and
100-300 per hour added onto Fulford
Road (not counting Germany Beck!).
On the plans, Cllr Andy D’Agorne
said “We believe planning for a step
change in public transport must be a
bigger priority than current spending

on feasibility studies for dualling the
northern ring road, also facing 400 more
cars per hour in 15 years time.
“While we don’t agree with everything
in the draft Local Plan, we don’t support
York Labour’s recent complaining to the
Government. This threatens to derail the
whole process, handing decisions over to
developers and their friends in Government.
“We say the final version must be
submitted urgently to be determined by the
independent planning inspector without any
more delays.”
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Your Green councillors
have worked to ensure that
ward funds are committed
to improving road safety.
This includes renewed red
surfacing to highlight the
crossing point near the
junction with Fulford Road.
Andy and Dave had
previously
proposed

a crossing refuge near the
entrance to the cemetery, but
it proved impossible to meet
design standards within the
existing road width.

fishergate in bloom
Your Green councillors want to recreate our gardens and floral displays
competition in the ward to mark the
250th anniversary of The Ancient
Society of York Florists - the oldest
horticultural society in the world.

children’s gardening workshops.
The festival is a partnership
between Make It York and York
BID.

Cllr Dave Taylor said “ Andy
and I welcome ideas for our
Bloom! will be a city-wide festival for everyone, ward. We can award prizes for
including large-scale installations, smaller the best gardens and window
floral displays, competitions, beer garden box displays.”
make-overs and hidden garden open days
Anyone wanting to get further
transforming the city into a “riot of colour”.
involved in Bloom! should email
Parks, allotments societies and gardening the festival organiser Lotte Inch
groups will be hosting other events such as on lotte.inch@makeityork.com
story-telling sessions, garden-themed film
screenings and

Site for
sore eyes?

Despite a desperate need for affordable
housing developers are sitting on
brownfield sites in our ward with no
sign of building work.

broadway shops
After years of pressure from Green Cllr Andy D’Agorne said “The Post Office
councillors, the private frontage and at long last has a proper ramp and hand rail
shops are at last looking up.
and the Coop has installed bollards to keep
a safe clear path”.
Ward funding was used to
resurface and remark the
crossing point at the service
road entrance.
The Co-op also has plans
to extend the store and the
hairdressers has secured
permission for a small cafe
alongside their premises.

At the Barbican, York based Persimmon
(who recently paid massive bonuses to
directors) already have planning approval
for student housing.
Owners of the former BP garage site lost
their bid to open a local store and garage
but appear to have no interest in bringing
forward plans for housing there.
Cllr Andy D’Agorne has said, “Dave and
I continue to pressure the council to do
everything it can to secure development
on these sites.
“The Council needs to make sure developers
are using existing brown-field sites rather
than letting developers cherry-pick big
greenfield sites like Germany Beck”.

Greens propose real action
to tackle plastic waste
In December, Green councillors 88p) and can be returned to any
successfully proposed action to tackle participating business for cleaning
the level of plastic waste in York.
and reuse.
We have seen the impact pollution from Several national chains in York already
plastics has on our marine environment on offer a discount for using your own
the BBC’s ‘Blue Planet 2’.
cup and this could help promote the
Our amendment to a Conservative call for reuse idea.
cross party scrutiny suggested that the volume Proposing the idea, Cllr Andy
of waste from disposable cups could be cut D’Agorne said York could promote
by copying an initiative from a city in Germany. its sustainability and waste reduction
credentials by offering a ‘Yorcup’
In Freiburg, reusable cups are available for a
branded with the civic crest.
€1 deposit (currently around
There is already a local company
‘iamreusable’ selling reusable
cups and straws and compostable
forks and vegware for takeaway
food. (for more infomation go to:
www.iamreusable.co.uk)
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We will now explore the idea
further with Make it York, York BID and
council officers.

Action on homelessness
in York
Following the sudden death on a city
centre street of a long-term street
sleeper, the Green Group on City of
York Council put forward a motion that
could help to reduce street sleeping
by making more emergency beds
available.
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Cllr Dave Taylor said ‘While street sleepers
are the tip of the iceberg, the homelessness
crisis is getting worse in York and nationwide.
“It’s unacceptable that here in the fifth richest
economy we have people having to sleep on
our streets in harsh winter conditions.

“A lot of hard work is going on to advise and
The recent yearly street sleeper count show support people who are homeless, yet clearly
numbers have increased again. Ten years this isn’t enough.
ago, records showed only two rough sleepers. “It is in everyone’s interests to find better ways
However, last year it was recorded as 18 and of keeping people off the streets and helping
now this has increased to 29.
them into secure housing.’

r more info go

to: greenparty.

org.uk

time for drastic air
pollution action
The Green Party has called for the
government to put in place urgent
plans to tackle the air pollution crisis.
Jonathan Bartley, co-leader of the
Green Party, said:
“Air pollution is fast
becoming one of the
most urgent crises
of our times.
“Britain is falling
woefully behind
other countries
when it comes to
cleaning up our
air, with the Government’s plans to tackle
the crisis so bad they have been found
illegal. This is shameful. We must learn
from other cities, like Paris, that are taking
bold measures to cut air pollution”.

your green party councillors working hard for fishergate

Cycling and Walking
strategy
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York Greens have supported the
relaunch of York Cycle Campaign as
well as the launch of a new walking changes that might make walking and
and cycling forum.
cycling safer and more attractive.
This runs along side the York Bus Cllr Andy D’Agorne who has
Forum which formed out of our ‘Unjam strongly supported these initiatives
York’ project.
says “changing the way traffic moves
These groups are now working as around the city could enable us to
non party political fora for resident create a safe cycle link from Fishergate
action on sustainable travel in York. Bar to the riverside path.

Professor Tony May from the York “At the same time it will reduce traffic
Civic Trust Transport Group has been pollution in the whole area. The Castle
talking to the groups about simple Gateway Project could be a chance to
do this”
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to: frack-off.org
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