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Two Votes Green! 

You can Vote Green in both the 

General and Council Elections. 

In May’s General Election you 

can change our city for the 

better by electing the first 

Green MP for York Central and 

up to three Green Councillors 

for Micklegate ward. At the  

polling station you will be given 

2 ballot papers – one for 

Parliament and one for the 

Council. 

GREENS CAN WIN HERE 

Last local elections York Greens comfortably held Fishergate ward, with councillors 

Andy D’Agorne and Dave Taylor being re-elected with over half the vote, but we also 

built on our support in other key wards and achieved an impressive second places in 

Micklegate (with 32% of the vote). This time we want to close the gap of 250 votes 

and get, for the first time ever, Green councillors elected in Micklegate 

It’s Green or Labour on May 7th 
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Here in Micklegate you will have 3 votes to elect Helen 

Johnson, Lars Kramm and Mark Havercroft as councillors. 



LOCAL ELECTIONS ON MAY 7th 
City of York Council elections are held on a 

four-year cycle. The next elections for all 

wards within the city will be Thursday 7th 

May 2015. In Micklegate wards you will 

have 3 votes for 3 council candidates.  

Green councillors make a difference 

After the May election it is likely that no 

one party will have an overall majority. The 

election of more Green Party councillors in 

May will give us a stronger voice in the 

Council and the ability to achieve positive 

policies for York’s future. We always seek 

to work cooperatively with other parties 

for the well-being of the city. We make our 

decisions based on the issue at the time 

and what we believe can be achieved for 

York. We speak out to challenge bad 

council decisions, while seeking to avoid 

the constant political ‘point scoring’ which 

gives politics a bad name. Our current 

councillors have a track record of being 

very hard-working and excellent local 

representatives. 

york.greenparty.org.uk/manifesto 

  

Three  

questions to  

Lars Kramm –  

Green Party Lead 

Candidate  

for Micklegate 

 

 

Q:  What is your 

background, Lars? 

I am working as a 

department manager for a York based 

international retail company and followed my 

York born partner to her beautiful home town 3 

½ years ago. I have a legal background and have 

been working in legal education since my 

graduation. I was involved in my native German 

Green Party since I came of age and served 

among others things in the local government of 

my native city. 

Q: Why did you decide to become a Green 

Party candidate for Micklegate? 

Originally I planned never to get involved in 

local politics again after I left my home town, 

but could not watch and do nothing whilst York 

is facing a whole range of crossroads into the 

future. 

Q:  What would your focus be if you were 

elected as a councillor for Micklegate? 

I joined the Greens as a typical 

environmentalist. Environmental protection, 

sustainable transport, balanced planning and 

development and mitigating climate change are 

some of my main foci. Particularly in Micklegate 

we have to find a way to deal with York’s 

housing crisis without intensifying the current 

infrastructure crisis (health, education, traffic 

…) we also face. 

Please find the interviews with Mark and Helen in the 

previous Green Lights. Online under: 

york.greenparty.org.uk/newsletters  

 LARS KRAMM 

 MARK HAVERCROFT 

 HELEN JOHNSON 



GENERAL ELECTIONS ON MAY 7th 
On May 7th we won’t have just 

local elections in Micklegate ward, 

but also the general election. As 

Green membership soars and 

voters lose faith in the three main 

parties, the general election is 

‘wide open’. The national Green 

party is targeting a dozen seats 

across England, which could either 

be won or come close to seizing in 

May’s general election. One of 

these 12 seats is York Central, the 

constituency containing 

Micklegate.  

Our Green candidate for York 

Central is Jonathan Tyler. 

Green Party policies promote the common good 

rather than the interests of a few 

Jonathan Tyler was a founding member of the 

Party in 1976 and has extensive experience as a 

campaigner, candidate and organiser. 

Jonathan moved to York in 1987 and has huge 

affection for the City, but he has profound 

concerns about its future. In chairing the York 

Environment Forum for six years he saw how the 

City’s leaders built policies on assumptions of 

economic growth that take no account of the 

need to cut carbon emissions or of the many 

other coming constraints on our lifestyles. By 

profession he is a railwayman, specialising in 

strategic timetable planning for improved and 

integrated services across Britain’s network. 

greenparty.org.uk/we-stand-for/2015-manifesto 

 JONATHAN TYLER 



Our Manifesto for York 
� Establish more open government including 

resident involvement in decision-making, for 

example a return to the committee system, direct 

public questions to committees, better advertising 

of planning applications. 

� Protect the most vulnerable, reduce poverty and 

inequality, protect public services and challenge 

privatisation, for example promoting the 

extension of the Living Wage and taking a fresh 

look at our leisure services and older people’s 

homes provision. 

� Invest in direct build affordable housing, green 

jobs and supporting independent small 

businesses, for example invest as much as 

possible in direct build council homes, take 

forward the city centre upper floors initiative and 

create a Council energy company to stimulate job 

creation in insulation and renewables.  

� Ensure our very special city lives within its limits, 

protecting green spaces and taking real action on 

sustainability, for example supporting a Local Plan 

based on a sensible level of development that protects York’s green spaces; challenging the 

incinerator contract that prevents us moving forward on recycling and waste reduction.  

In the current ‘hung’ Council our two Green Party councillors for Fishergate were able to get their budget 

amendments through to protect the Castlegate Youth Centre and the future of Yearsley Pool. They also put 

money back into children’s centres, libraries and school crossing patrols and secured a trial of a free city 

centre shuttle bus. More Green Councillors will have a wider influence and can make a bigger difference. 

Our manifesto for Micklegate ward 

• Supporting active local communities around the 

ward. 

• Involving residents in planning and property sales 

decisions that affect neighbourhoods and the city 

centre. 

• Watching out that further housing developments 

and the local education, health and traffic 

infrastructure are balanced. 

• Reducing traffic, improving public transport, making 

our streets safer. 

• Standing up for residents on basic issues such as 

litter, waste collections and decent roads and 

pavements. 

• Support local schools and seek to maintain them as 

part of a cohesive framework of local provision.

York Green Party, 15 Priory Street, 

York YO1 6ET 

Tel: (01904) 636239 

Email: office@yorkgreenparty.org.uk 

Web: www.yorkgreenparty.org.uk 

 



 


