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Terry Avenue 
diversion & Flood 
scheme updates

Councillor Rosie Baker met with the 
Environment Agency engagement 
officer recently.
At the meeting she was told that the EA 
were still considering and due to publish 
all the feedback from the 17th September 
focus group that many local group 
representatives attended. 
Councillor Andy D’Agorne - Executive 
Member for Transport will be consulted 
about the proposed diversion route and 
nothing will be agreed before wider 
discussion with ward councillors, Friends 
of Rowntrees Park, cycle campaign and 
local residents.
The executive member for Environment 
and Climate Change is also inputting to the 
transport management planning.
Rosie said “We remain positive that the 
best available alternative routes will be 
mapped out and give people options, the 
safety they are entitled to, and ultimately 
better infrastructure for cycling/walking 
across the area in to the future”.
Skeldergate residents are also awaiting a 
dedicated piece of consultation to come 
from the EA, to protect their homes and see 
the flood scheme funding well-spent.

Covering the Bishophill, Clementhorpe, Knavesmire and South Bank neighbourhoods and The Mount.

Ward councillors are left 
as concerned as ever after 
being told that the situation 
at Cherry Street is not 
necessarily going to improve.

At a ward committee meeting  
in late January, representatives 
from the NHS and Priory 
Medical Group were not 
able to reassure people that 
improvements would be 
delivered.
Inconsistency and 
unpredictability on a weekly 
basis will remain the status quo 
whilst they claim there are no 
current plans to end GP access 
at Cherry Street. 
The responses from surgery 

GPS AT CHERRY STREET
 GOING, GOING GONE?

COUNCILLOR ROSIE 
BAKER  & YORK GREENS 
WORKING HARD FOR YOU

sits on the council’s Health & 
Wellbeing Board, said
“I’m pleased our residents 
were able to meet with senior 
NHS staff and some key 
challenges were aired but 
there is still no relief for those 
suffering the most financial, 
mobility or mental health 
restrictions caused by having 
to try to get to other surgeries 
across York. 
“The falling recruitment and 
retention of healthcare staff 
at all levels is a national 
embarrassment and I would 
like to see much more 
happening to address this.”

Question and Answers on Page 3

representatives left people 
in the community feeling 
abandoned. 
Nunnery Area Residents’ 
Association chair, Elin Hullis 
said, “I took away from that 
meeting that the future of the 
surgery is uncertain and am 
extremely concerned that such 
a valuable community resource 
will be lost. 
“We could campaign for York 
Teaching Hospital to locate 
their staff elsewhere and for 
Cherry Street to be developed 
so that it is fit for purpose 
and is made an attractive GP 
location.”
Councillor Rosie Baker, who 
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ResPark goes wide
Many Southbank residents 
will have a letter consulting 
them on ResPark and ward 
councillors held two drop-
in events on 30th Jan with 
experts on hand. 
Your Green Party ward councillor 
Rosie Baker encouraged residents 
to respond to ensure a broad range 
of views  are taken into account.
Rosie said “I want to ensure 
specific issues such as parking for 
the surgery or other concerns are 
listened to.
“We want to take on board feedback 
related to  second car permits 

and the general frustrations over 
shoppers or commuters taking up 
spaces”.
This is a new trial method of 
wider consultation on ResPark 
being introduced in York thanks to 
Green Party councillors input in the 
process. 
It sets out a possible longer term 
objective of adding streets into 
existing zones, making them larger, 
rather than introducing lots of small 
zones. 
If you already have ResPark, let 
Cllr Baker know, what works, what 
doesn’t?

Consultation on residents parking starts for 
Southbank streets.

TAMING THE 
TRAFFIC 

Following a council motion in 
December pledging to restrict 
non-essential car use in York’s 
city centre by 2023 the city has 
had national and international 
coverage. 
This follows an increasing trend, 
with Oslo and Ghent pledging to 
follow the example of cities like 
Amsterdam, Copenhagen and 
Cambridge removing through traffic 
and extending pedestrian priority. 
Green Councillor Andy D’Agorne 
who is Deputy Leader of the Council 
and Executive Member for Transport 
said “This cross-party commitment 
in York is what is needed to give 
confidence to bus operators and ‘last 
mile’ delivery companies. 
“It is also a strong steer that we 
can create healthy streets while still 
maintaining essential vehicle access 
for deliveries, services and those with 
mobility needs.”  
Consultation with residents, 
businesses and organisations via the 
new Local Transport Plan (see page 5) 
will help to identify the most effective 
way to prevent through traffic while 
maintaining essential access. 
All options will be up for discussion 

later in 2020 – whether new 
or improved bus routes, freight 
transshipment, electric cars, residents 
parking zones, strategic cycle route 
improvements or other ideas. 
Another idea that could be considered 
is a Workplace Parking Levy (WPL). 
A WPL scheme is a charge on 
employers who provide workplace 
parking that has been introduced in 
Nottingham. 
It is designed to encourage employers 

to promote public transport rather 
than providing parking for employees. 
Money raised from these schemes 
is then used to subsidise public 
transport. 
Councillor D’Agorne adds, “regardless 
of the scheme chosen, road traffic 
contributes over a third of our carbon 
emissions. 
“Cutting car use has to be a key 
element of plans to reach zero carbon 
by 2030. 

DID YOU 
KNOW?

The town of Ghent has already 
boosted cycle use by 60% in 
two years since introducing 

a car free city centre 
scheme. 

If you are interested in a new or extended Respark zone in your area contact your ward councillor. 



CHERRY STREET 
SURGERY  Q&A

Why is Cherry St getting the 
least GP access compared 
to other surgeries?
There are serious capacity issues 
across York and nationally.

Cherry Street is unfortunately 
the first but won’t be the last, 
where these sorts of changes are 
implemented. 

The building that houses the 
surgery is small and Priory Medical 

who run it don’t own the lease. 

Are there currently any 
plans to end GP access at 
Cherry Street altogether?
Bosses from the NHS and Priory 
Medical Group say “There are no 
plans to close Cherry Street. 

“But we acknowledge that its 
small size makes providing a 
modernised primary care service 
very challenging.”

How can you support people 
having to get to other 
surgeries?
Vale of York Clinical Commissioning 
Group (CCG) - the body responsible 
for planning NHS services in York 
- say they were particularly struck 
about the experiences of travel to 
other sites using public transport.  

They say there are bus route maps 
on their website for people to plan 
journeys. 

For example #7 runs from Nunnery 
Lane to Fulford Rd.

How can you make an 
appointment to see a GP?
You can still use the phone line or 
the online booking system.

Appointments will be prioritised for 
those who need to see a GP. 

The practice should be publishing 
on its website the weekly timetable 
of GP sessions and other clinics. 
Watch this space..!

What options are there other 
than seeing a GP? 
Only those who need a GP will see 
one.

Many other services are still 
available include Family Planning, 
Diabetic Clinics, Immunisations, 
Asthma Clinics, Cervical Smears, 
COPD Clinics.

Why weren’t we told about 
how bad the situation was? 
NHS bosses say they regret not 
working closer with the surgery to 
communicate with all residents.

Council switching to 
green energy
City of York Council is switching to a green energy 
tariff from 1st April 2020. 
The Council is switching to a green 
energy tariff from 1st April 2020.
This means that all the council’s energy 
bills through its contract with Npower 
will support the purchase of renewable 
energy via the company’s 100% Green 
Energy portfolio.

Over 26% of the company’s current 
supplies is from renewables and this 
move will contribute to an increased 
demand for renewable energy.

The Council still has most of a four year 

contract with Npower left to run and also 
purchases its energy jointly with other 
councils via the Yorkshire Purchasing 
Organisation (YPO), so is limited in terms 
of changing supplier immediately.

Green Party campaigner, Martina 
Weitsch, welcomed the move but also 
called for the Council to look to buying 
from a 100% renewable provider. 

She acknowledged the limitations of 
the current contract but said “I would 
encourage the Council to use its buying 

power to support companies that invest 
only in renewables, such as Ecotricity 
and Good Energy. 

“These are companies that take the 
climate emergency seriously and do 
not maintain any degree of fossil fuel 
burning to aid their profitability. 

“I hope the Council will use the time 
between now and 2023 when the 
contract runs out to negotiate with the 
Yorkshire Purchasing Organisation to 
ensure that the next contract will be 
based on renewable energy only.”



increase the city’s tree canopy. 

This will absorb more CO2 
emissions whilst also improving 
quality of life in York. 

Planting schemes ‘upstream’ 
will also be considered for areas 
outside the city boundaries. 

These will both absorb carbon and 
contribute to ‘slowing the flow’ 
and reducing flooding in York. 

Over £4 million additional 
investment in adult social care is 
a key part of the February budget. 

In keeping with councils around 
the country, this is a necessary 
response to the complex needs 
of an older population and 
our commitment to prioritise 
good quality care for our most 
vulnerable citizens. 

Since forming a joint 
administration with the Lib 
Dems, York’s Green councillors 
have worked to agree a 
fresh Council Plan that has 
responding to climate change 
and maintaining essential 
services at its heart. 
The newly published plan puts 
achieving zero carbon emissions 
by 2030 centre stage whilst 
also prioritising social care, 
health and well being, children’s 
services, creating new homes and 
supporting well-paid jobs. 
The council budget to be 
presented to Full Council at the 
end of February will implement 
some of the ambitions in the 
Plan, whilst also making £4m of 
savings to balance the budget. 

Additional funding of over £1 

NEW COUNCIL PLAN TO INVEST IN TACKLING CLIMATE 

CHANGE AND PROTECTING ESSENTIAL SERVICES

million over two years will 
create a new waste and street 
environment service with a 
stronger neighbourhood focus, 
to better support and respond to 
local communities. 
£6.6m of new investment in the 
capital budget will pay for new 
waste vehicles, which will be as 
low carbon as possible as part 
of a strategy to make all council 
vehicles carbon neutral by 2030. 
Work is underway on options for 
extending recycling collections 
and offering green bins to more 
properties.
The budget includes an £150k 
investment in creating a centrally 
managed Climate Change Delivery 
Programme which will develop 
a strategic approach throughout 
the authority to reducing the city’s 
carbon emissions. 
This will establish annual carbon 
budgets, develop policies, launch 
a major public consultation and 
build partnerships with residents, 
organisations and businesses. 
This new team of officers will also 
support the work of the Climate 

Emergency Scrutiny Committee – 
see box opposite.

Green Party Deputy Leader of the 
Council and Executive Member for 
Transport, Andy D’Agorne said: 
“Our budget is intended to deliver 
action on the climate emergency 
with measurable year-on-year 
carbon emission reductions.’

The budget includes funding 
to develop major tree planting 
schemes as part of a new council 
commitment to the “Northern 
Forest”.

This scheme aims to plant an 
additional 50 million trees across 
the North of England. 

The council’s capital investment, 
which amounts to £3 million 
over the next 5 years includes 
provision to buy areas of land to 

TREE PLANTING

CHILDREN, HEALTH AND 
SOCIAL CARE

‘A GREENER 
AND CLEANER CITY’



leading on a new sustainable 
transport strategy for York. 
The budget includes capacity to 
develop York’s 4th Local Transport 
Plan. 
The Plan which gets underway 
shortly, will build on a recent Civic 
Trust transport survey, which 
sought the views of a wide range 
of York residents including those 
who don’t usually take part in 
surveys. The council will ask 
local residents and businesses to 
help create a long term strategy 
for York. This could involve free 
bus services funded through a 
congestion or clean air zone, 
extensive residents parking zones 
or a workplace parking levy.
Cllr D’Agorne says “we believe 
that York has the potential to triple 
our levels of cycling (including 
electric bikes) by 2030 and this, 
alongside our policy of aiming 
for a car-free city centre, has to 
be a key part of our new Local 
Transport strategy.
“We will be pushing forward 
clean air and traffic reduction 

The budget also includes 
investment in a ‘Safer and 
Inclusive Communities’ fund, a 
mental health early intervention 
fund, improvements to services 
for children and young people 
and initiatives to reduce the 
‘attainment gap’.

This will support children and 
young people from low income 
families to do well at school. 

Capital schemes include a pilot 
in the use of robotics to support 
adult social care as well as 
£100,000 additional investment 
in adaptions to foster carer 
homes and £500,000 investment 
in improving the accessibility of 
school buildings. 

Councillor Andy D’Agorne, is 

measures, rolling out residents’ 
parking to protect our residential 
streets from commuters taking 
the cheapest option, but also 
enhancing facilities for walking, 
cycling and improving bus travel. 

We will shortly have an all-
electric or low emission park 
and ride service with the vast 
majority of all our buses required 
to be electric or very low 
emission by the end of 2020.”
The council budget includes 
an additional £12.8 million of 

highways spending over the 
next 5 years with more than £7 
million to be spent in the coming 
year on the improving the roads, 
pavements and cycle paths and 
additional funds allocated to ward 
committees to promote walking 
and cycling measures. 
An additional £700,000 per 
annum for the next 5 years is 
allocated to major engineering 
improvements to drains and over 
half a million pounds investment 
to improve the city’s electric 
vehicle charging point network.

CLIMATE EMERGENCY SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
Last year, a motion proposed 
by Green Party councillors, saw 
City of York Council declare a 
“Climate Emergency”. 

This meant that the council 
committed to making York carbon 
neutral by 2030.

It also means the council 
will lobby the government in 
Westminster for extra money and 
power to meet this target. 

As a result the ‘Climate 
Emergency Scrutiny Committee 
was set up to bring forward key 
actions for the city to cut our 
carbon emissions. 

Micklegate Green Councillor 
Rosie Baker is the vice chair of 

the committee and reports: 

• The committee is wanting to 
encourage members of the 
public to contribute and there 
are plenty of passionate public 
speakers every month.

• Renewed our commitment to 
the global Covenant of Mayors 
to share ideas and requires 
us to report progress on 
emissions reduction every two 
years

• Working with the One Planet 
York leadership group to bring 
cross-sector partners on 
board

• Awareness raising of the 
climate emergency challenge 

has been added to all new 
council staff inductions and 
a new staff action group has 
started at West Offices

• Co-opted experts from 
Stockholm Environment 
Institute & representatives 
from Youth Climate Strikes 
welcomed on to the committee 
and an open invite offered 
to Conservatives and 
Independent councillors

• Green/Lib Dem Budget 
proposals 2020/21 will enable 
appointment of senior staff 
to drive the Climate Delivery 
Programme and create a York 
Climate Commission.

All York residents are welcome to 
attend the committee meetings 
to speak for three minutes or just 
listen – and many actually do! 

Next meetings (usually starting at 
5.30pm) are:

March 10th – Divestment from 
fossil fuels

April 21st - Biodiversity

Committee vice-chair Rosie Baker 
speaks at the climate strikes

York’s Green Party councillors: Dave Taylor, Denise Craghill, 
Rosie Baker and Andy D’Agorne

A NEW TRANSPORT 
BLUEPRINT FOR YORK



5G IS COMING  
Are You Ready?

...5G uses microwaves
& needs a transmitter 

every 300 meters 
Which  means one near  

YOU!

 5G Requires the mass felling of trees to work

   
          www.5GAwarenessYork.co.uk

See Videos on Information Page

FORMER GREEN PARTY 

LEADER VISITS YORK

Former leader of the Green Party 
of England and Wales, Baroness 
Natalie Bennett of Manor Castle 
visited York in in the run up to 
December General Election.
She spent time with Councillor Rosie 
Baker in Mickleagte. 

On her visit, Natalie visited the Real 
Junk Food Project’s Planet Food Café 
at Southlands which Rosie co-
founded and has just celebrated its first 
anniversary.

Natalie thanked all the volunteers. and 
talked passionately in support of zero-
waste actions in Micklegate.

She expressed her frustration that 
“the ‘food strategy’ for the UK is set 
by multinational corporations and big 
supermarkets telling us what to eat and 

when to eat it!”

Natalie then went on to tour some of the 
proposed new flooding defence sites on 
the Ouse, and  to meet residents on the 
doorsteps of The Groves area of the city.

Finally, Natalie addressed a packed 
party members’ meeting at True Story 
on Lord Mayor’s Walk.

Her main message being that individuals 
need to find common ground with 
strangers even when at first it appears 
they may be from different walks of life.  

Natalie also talked about the state of 
demoracy in the UK saying, “Britain is not 
a democracy; we haven’t significantly 
changed Westminster since women got 
the vote. 

“Most of the rest of Europe are better 
governed than us because they have 
proportional representation.”

Stop Idling! Kick the Habit! 
Switch your engines off! Play your part in cleaner 
air for York

Anti-idling signs were finally 
installed last year at city centre 
bus stops and taxi ranks following 
a long campaign by Green Party 
councillors and others. 
We are still pressing for similar signs 
outside schools. 

City of York Council launched a ‘Kick 

the Habit’ campaign last year aimed at 
reducing air pollution around the city. 

The enforcement team are out most 
weekends and routinely check on 
locations about which complaints are 
received. 

There is also a social media campaign 
and supporter packs can be downloaded 
from the council website. 

Anyone idling their engine for more than 
two minutes who doesn’t switch off when 

requested to by a council enforcement 
officer can be fined £20 on the spot.  

Bike lockers like this one in Fishergate have started to be 
installed in York. - let’s get the next on a street near you! Please 

express an interest then the city-wde review of where more could go 
might result in enough demand for several to be purchased at once. Once 

installed you rent a space inside.

For more information, go to:  
york.gov.uk/info/20054/pollution/2347/kick_the_habit_anti-idling_campaign 



National Tree Week 
Councillor Rosie Baker welcomes tree planting to 
increase tree coverage across York.
One of the things the Climate 
Emergency Scrutiny Committee 
has identified is that people want 
to see more trees planted in York. 
The budget put forward by the Lib-
Dem/Green’ coalition will see a capital 
investment of £3million into tree planting 
schemes across York.

In the meantime, residents, schools’ and 
campaign groups have been taking part 
in tree planting through the One Tree Per 
Child initiative. 

Local children helped plant the orchard 

on Scarcroft Green on a cold but 
glorious sunny November afternoon; 
thanks go to Laura Potts for making this 
happen.

The new biodiversity information board, 
funded by the ward committee, was 
unveiled. 

Friends of the Earth evidence a similar 
area to York has managed 19% tree 
cover with York being far below this at 
under 10%.

Doubling tree cover across the UK could 
draw down 50 million tonnes of carbon 

dioxide annually, which is around 10% of 
current UK emissions.

On a sad point to end, young trees are 
not always an ideal substitute for mature 
trees, so it is with a heavy heart to report 
some Clementhorpe conifers, a landmark 

for Bishy Road, have now been felled.  

They cannot be looked after and it is a 
tragedy of their fateful planting (by a 
resident) in the first place. 

Let’s get the right trees in the right place, 
and fast.

Healthy streets for Bishophill 
and Micklegate

New scheme to promote more walking and cycling 
considered to connect Nunnery Area with city centre.

This scheme has come about 
as a result of the failure of the 
existing access control system 
for residents through Victoria Bar 
and the successful restriction of 
vehicles exiting Micklegate Bar.  

The Healthy Streets Approach provides 
a set of policies and strategies to 
encourage more walking and cycling.

At a street level, direct investment in our 
walking, cycling and public transport 
infrastructure is vital to providing

a safer, easier, cleaner and more 
appealing environment for everyone to 
enjoy.

In November, Executive Member for 
Transport Councillor Andy D’Agorne, 
agreed to extend the temporary inbound 
closure to allow ward councillors more 
time for community consultation on a 
range of options. 

It is thought that the large amount of 
money that would have been needed 
to replace the bollards could be more 
responsibly spent on transforming this 
gateway into a cycle and people-friendly 

place.

This would connect Nunnery Area with 
the city-centre in an exemplar ‘green-
highway’.

Ward councillors focussed on this at 
their October committee meeting.

Residents were asked to envisage their 
ideal neighbourhood: many suggesting 
more greenery and more open, attractive 
and safer streets. 

If Victoria Bar was developed in this way 
it could also deter anti-social behaviour 
in the area. 

Ethical fashion show returns 
to York Fashion week!
Tickets now available for York Green Party’s 
popular fashion event on 26 March
As part of the popular York Fashion 
Week in March, the ethical fashion 
show will once again be held.
We’re showcasing locally-grown fibres 
like flax and hemp, wool and tweed, and 
novel fibres such as bamboo. 

There will be some superb designs on the 

runway teamed with vintage clothing to 
explore sustainable chic and to minimise 
our impact on the environment. 

Jewellery crafted from items found 
beach combing the North Yorkshire Coast 
completes the look and our models will 
show these designs. 

The event will be held on Thursday 26th March at Hotel du Vin, 89 The Mount, York
Tickets can be booked online at:  tinyurl.com/YFW-Ethical2020 
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ROSIE BAKER

JOIN.GREENPARTY.ORG.UK

STAND WITH US AND JOIN 
THE GREEN PARTY TODAY

WE ARE STANDING 
UP FOR YORK

07711 294 966

01904 636 239

cllr.rbaker@york.gov.uk 

york.GREENPARTY.ORG.UK

facebook.com/ green4micklegate

SAVE PRIORY 

STREET NURSERY

In an effort to save Priory 
Street Nursery, parents and 
staff are working with the 
council officers and with 
ward councillors to set 
up a Community Interest 
Company (CIC).
A CIC is a type of limited company, 
with special additional features, 
created for the use of people 
who want to run a business for 
community benefit.
This will ensure local families 
and city-centre parents have 
access to high-quality childcare 
within the Micklegate ward, one 
of the most deprived wards in the 
city for early years / after-school 
provision.
The Priory Street Nursery – CIC 

will be made up of a network 
of volunteers to make sure it is 
well-managed and delivering 
the best possible outcomes for 
young children and families.

Governors or Trustees are needed 
for voluntary roles to support the 
special community character of 
the nursery, ensuring access to 
high-quality childcare regardless 
of income; breaking barriers 
to child-care so parents can 
return to work and providing a 
foundation for learning; socially, 
emotionally and academically. 

If you are interested in 
supporting the parents and 
staff to set up a CIC to keep the 
nursery open, please contact 
Rosie  using the details below.

Dear Young People,

Thank-you for including me and participating in the 
latest ‘Youth Parliament’ at the council’s West Offices! 

It was a treat to spend the morning with around 50 
of York’s school students last Monday explaining some 
of the things that I and other councillors have been 
doing to answer some of your concerns about transport, 
the environment and mental health. 

I enjoyed listening to younger students from Scarcroft 
and Knavesmire and their academy-trust friends 
visiting from Carr and Woodthorpe. 

I was really impressed with the way some of the 
older students’ from Millthorpe,  & York High helped 
their groups complete the activities – learning about 
your rights and responsibilities in the UN’s children’s 
charter is so important for everyone’s health, well-
being and enjoyment of life. 

I really look froward to hearing how your schools are 
working towards ‘Rights Respecting’ award. 

See you next time and please keep your questions 
coming!

Cllr Rosie Baker

LETTER FROM 

COUNCILLOR ROSIE BAKER


