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The successful community dig at 
Willow House next to Walmgate 
Bar was initially funded by local 
organisations including the 
Guildhall ward.
Now, York Archaeological Trust (YAT) 
has been awarded funding to expand 
its ‘Archaeology on Prescription 
Service’. 

It offers a chance to learn something 
new and meet up with others, with 
future ideas including creative 
writing, gardening and local history. 
Open to all, this ‘meanwhile use’ will 
continue as plans for the site to be 
reused as part of the council’s own 
housing programme are developed 
with local residents.

A planning application has been 
submitted to turn the Bootham 
Park Hospital site into 170 extra 
care retirement apartments, for 
older people who wish to live 
independently but with access to 
support and care as needed. 

Whilst protecting and refurbishing 
the historic main buildings, there 

would be some demolition of more 
recent additions and some new build 
in the parkland on the church side of 
the driveway.
The application proposes to protect 
the distinctive large area of parkland 
between the former hospital building 
and Bootham, with the area nearest 
the road accessible to the public at 
all times. 

The middle part would be used for 
sports activities by local schools 
and the landing area for the air 
ambulance also retained. 
The existing cycle and pedestrian 
route through the site (joining up 
Scarborough Bridge to Wigginton 
Road) would also be retained and 
improved. 
Your local Green Party Councillor 
Denise Craghill said, “I have been 
pushing the council to work with 
NHS Property Services (the current 
owners), the potential developers 
and York Hospital who own the 
adjacent land to secure as much 
public access and community use 
as possible for this historic and 
important site.”
The application (21/02109/LBC 
and 21/02108/FULM) will go 
to committee some time after 
Christmas.
You can still make comments via 
york.gov.uk/planning. 

NEW PLANS FOR BOOTHAM 

MEANWHILE AT WILLOW HOUSE ….

PARK HOSPITAL SITE



YOUR GUILDHALL WARD GREEN PARTY TEAM : HERE ALL YEAR, NOT JUST AT ELECTION TIME

On 6th November, thousands 
gathered in major cities across 
the country to demand action 
from world leaders at the UN 
COP26 summit in Glasgow.
York Green Party Councillor Denise 
Craghill was one of several speakers 
addressing crowds in York.
The Green Party has called for 
major international action to avert 
climate breakdown by keeping global 

warming below 1.5 degrees. 
Following a motion by the Green 
Party, City of York Council declared a 
“Climate Emergency” in 2019. 
York Green Councillors have continued 
to call on the Government to fulfil 
their promise for greater cooperation 
with local authorities to tackle the 
climate crisis and consequences like 
flooding.

 
WINTER GRANTS

The council has a further 
£1.038m to distribute to those 
most in need in York this winter. 
Much of it will go directly to 
families already known to be in 
need but anyone struggling with 
food, energy and water bills may 
be eligible. 
Fuel vouchers will also be available 
via voluntary sector partners (York 
Energy Advice yorkenergyadvice.
org.uk and Citizen’s Advice York 
citizensadviceyork.org.uk who will 
also provide energy saving advice. 

 HUNDREDS MARCH IN YORK 
DEMANDING CLIMATE ACTION

KEEPING WALKING AND CYCLING ROUTES FREE OF ICE!
Following a successful trial 
with ‘baby gritter’ vehicles, key 
walking and cycling routes will be 
treated to prevent ice this winter.
Special non-corrosive de-icer is 
now used on Millennium, Hungate 
and Scarborough Bridges. 
Brine solution is used on other routes 
because road salt depends on car 
tyre action to be effective. 
You can see a map showing the 
gritting routes at: www.york.gov.
uk/gritting.  

Guildhall ward funds are also being 
used to keep street grit bins (for use 
by residents) filled up. 
Councillor Denise Craghill said, 
“Green councillor action has secured 
this important work which will cut 
pressure on our hospital and keep 
those on two wheels safer.”
Do get in touch if you know a bin 
needs a refill or a new one is needed. 
You can join the city’s volunteer Snow 
Wardens via www.york.gov.uk/
SnowWardens.  



YOUR LOCAL GREEN PARTY COUNCILLORS : GETTING THINGS DONE FOR YORK

Councillor Denise Craghill 
objected to an application to 
extend the alcohol license for the 
tapas bar at 5 Whip-ma-Whop-
ma-Gate due to the effects this 
would have on residents. 

Permission was granted for longer 

opening hours indoors until 1.00am 
and for alcohol to be served in the 
outside seating area up to 11pm. 

But the proposed extension of hours 
for the roof terrace (which backs on to 
flats on the Shambles) from 9.00pm 
to 1.00am was withdrawn. 

KEEPING OUR CITY CENTRE OPEN FOR ALL
Temporary Covid laws last year 
led to 100 street café licenses 
being issued in York city centre, 
including many along the two 
footstreet routes where blue 
badge parking had previously 
been allowed. 
Pedestrian priority hours were 
extended until 8pm with staffed 
barriers excluding vehicles to 
keep pedestrians safe and support 
business recovery. 
This has impacted on those with 
limited mobility who depend on their 
car to get close to facilities.
Over the past year, in-depth 
consultations with disability groups 
have led to decisions being made 
to add more blue badge parking, 
improved paving,  dropped kerbs, 
seating, and toilets. 
The Council commissioned two 
independent reports and has  
accepted many of the 
recommendations, including setting 
up a formalised Access Forum, a new 
post of Access Officer, extra funding 
for Dial- a ride and for Shopmobility. 
The council has now committed to 

further improving disabled access 
while following police counter-
terrorism advice.
Following horrendous terrorism 
incidents elsewhere, that advice was 
to prevent ANY vehicles – including 
those of blue badge holders - from 
accessing any of the footstreets area.
Steps are now being taken to 
permanently remove access 
rights from Post Office and all but 
emergency service vehicles. 
Under extended Covid rules, 

footstreets hours from January to 
September 2022 will be 10.30am to 
7pm - rather than 8pm, to provide 
easier access to evening activities for 
all.  There will now be a consultation 
on the final permanent footstreets 
hours. 
Councilor Andy D’Agorne said “The 
decision has been really difficult, 
trying to maintain disability access 
rights while also keeping people safe 
from risk of a ‘hostile vehicle’ terror 
attack.”

PROPOSED LICENSE EXTENSION FOR ROOF TERRACE WITHDRAWN
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What does debt advice, school 
holiday sports and creative cafes 
have in common? Guildhall ward 
funding!
Recent funding has included half 
term activities at Park Grove and 
Haxby Road schools; outdoor 
fitness sessions around the ward; 
creative café classes helping to 
tackle social isolation. 
There are still some funds to allocate 

to community projects or other 
potential improvements to local 
areas in the ward. 
Councillors can either allocate small 
grants for projects to established 
community groups or can fund 
things such as seats, planters or the 
outdoor gym at Navigation Road. 
If you have any suggestions do get 
in touch or see more info here: york.
gov.uk/GuildhallWard.  

INTERNATIONAL ACLAIM FOR YORK’S ECO HOMES SCHEME
York became one of the first 
eight cities to join the United 
Nations High Performing 
Buildings Initiative. 
It joins places such as New York, 
Pittsburgh and other global cities. 
This is in recognition of our 
ambitious and innovative Housing 
Delivery Programme led by Green 
Councillor Denise Craghill. 
Under Green Party leadership, City of 
York Council’s housing programme 
will deliver zero carbon homes  - 
like those planned at Duncombe 
Barracks  - on sites across the city. 
Each site is designed not just with 
low carbon housing but in ways that 
support sustainable lifestyles (eg. 
cycle storage and live/work units).

Ward funding has paid for half 
term activities at local schools.


